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Yo rue Epirors oF THE Con- 
necticut EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


On the Special operations of the 
Holy Spirit. 


GENTLEMEN, 

HE ufefulnefs of your Mag- 

azine exceeds the expecta- 

tions of its friends. The narra- 
tives of the revival of Religion in 
fundry places, awake the atten- 
tion of many to the much neg- 
leSted, tho’ all-important truths of 
the Bible. In thefe narratives, 
the doctrine of a {pecial operation 
of God’s {pirit onthe human heart, 
is fully fupported. ‘This is a doc- 
trine greatly difrelifhed by the car- 
nal mind, and through ignorance 
ef the nature and extent of moral 
depravity, pefleveringly oppofed. 
It is faid, that all men have the 
Spuit of God alike—that there is 
no need of his {pecial influence 
for a holy life, and that all that 
is {aid in the narratives concerning 
his extraordinary operations, is mere 
pretence and delution.—This is 
faid, not by open Infidels alone, | 
Sut by fome that are confidered re- | 
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ligious people, and is therefore 
worthy of notice. 

Being affured, that the atten- 
tion of fome, heretofore in con- 
fiderate mainds, has been late- 
ly excited to this fubject by 
the narratives you have publifhed 5 
and feeling its importance, while 
I recolleé& the folemn obfervations 
of a late author in thefe words : 
‘© Fallen creatures have go better 
“ principle than depraved felf-love, 
“ and it mutt be the work of the 
« Holy Spiritto create them tonew 
“ and holy affections. Torefift or 
« deny the Spirit of God 1s fhut- 
“ ting the door of the kingdom of 
“ Heaven, and deftroying to our- 
“ felves the efficacy of the gofpel. 
«“ All thofe who deny the work 
“ of the Spirit make the gofpel as 
“ inefiicacious for their own fal- 
“« vation asif they were to deny 
“ Chrift himfelf :” I fay feeling 
the importance of this fubject, L 
am earneftly folicitious, that in 
addition to what appears in the 
narratives, fomething may be faid 
exprefsly upon it. do nct feel 
as though I fhoulddo ample juttice 
to the fubjeét, but I fubmit the 
following obfervations unreferved- 
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ly to your infpection and difpo- 
fal. 

It is admitted that all men have 
— pow oF fufiicient to accept 

€ Chrift, and to lead a holy an a 
religious life ; and that all men 
have the Spirit of God, as heisa 
Spirit, and ever ry Ww here prefent. 
Nor will I fay that all men, ina 
Chriftian Jand, have not fome par- 
ticular awakening influences of the 
Holy Spirit at one time or another 

What I aim at is to opp vofe the < 
fertions before mentioned, and to 
fay fomething in fupport of the 
do¢trine of the extraordinary ope- 
rations of the Spirit in forming the 
hearts of men to true religion ; and 
in producing all the real holinefs 
there is in any of the fons of men. 
Andhere it may be premifed, that 
the moral depravity of every man, 
evinces the abfolute need of fuch 
operations, and proves that if ever 
God faves a fingle foul, he mutt 
exert fome extraordinary power of 
his Spirit. ‘The renovation of the 
foul to the love of that holinefs 
which it naturally hates, in all its 
exercifes, is indeed a new creation, 
and can be accomplifhed only by 
that power which raifed up Jefus 
Chrift from the dead. And it is 
obfervable, that all the circumftan- 
ces attending the beginning, prog- 
refs, and permanent effects of the 
late Revival, teftify to the fame 
purpofe. 

In fupport of my defign, let me 
call the attention of the reader to 
the nature of the fin again{t the 
Holy Ghoft, which fhali never be 
forgiven. As all fins that are a- 
gainft God are again? the ae 
Spirit as he is one perfon in the fa- 
cred Trinity, and vet all fuch fins 
ay be forgiven ; ; it mutt follow 
that the fin here fpoken of is againft 
the Holy Spirit in his diftiné& office 
or operations. It is the office of 
the Holy Spirit to convince of fir, 
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of TH rasan. 5 5 and o of judgment, 

his is effeéted in the awaken- 
ing, oiuiine and fanétifying of 
the foul. Hence, unlefs ‘all 
awakened, renewed or fandified, 
all have not the fpirit, and thof: 
who are awakened, &c. are the 

ubje&s of its extraordinary opera- 

tions. This confidcration, in 
conjunction with what ig? been 
faid above on depravity, is, if can- 
didly viewed, fu cee to refute 
all that is objected againft the doc- 
trine. 

But it may be profitable to pur- 
fue the matter further. And here 
may be noticed what St. hie i fays 
No man {peaking by the Spirit cal- 
keth Fefus accurfed. But if all 
men have the Spirit they fpeak bj 
it, and yet Jews and Daeifts are 
daily calling Jefus accurfed ; fure- 
ly they have not the Spirit. 

Our Saviour once, 1a a holy re- 
joicing, faid, J thank thee, O Fath- 
Lord of Heaven and earth, 
that thou haft hid shefe things from 
the wife and prudent and maf v0- . 
vealed them og? oa When th 
things of the § t of God are 
hid from any, gfe to be ab- 
furd to fuppofe that they have the 
Spirit of God. And the Apofile 
intimates the fame thing when he 
fays, The natural man recetveth not 
the things of ihe Spirit of Go - 
for they are faolifincfs unto him 
neither can be know / 
they are fpiritually difcerned. tf 
they are ever received, it is not 


weit ily 1 in t 
! ugh th , nf ¢t . 
through tie pow: rg OF tne nat 
o 
many, 


but through the unco 


mn 


| operationof the Spirit or the heart 
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that fome re and pruden 
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hefe thi ings are hidden from them 
they difcern not the things of the 
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In the fixth chapter of John, it | 
# appears, that the Jews, who were 


ready to believe that Jefus was an 
extraordinary perfon, wete not- 
withftanding deftitute of the pecu- 
liarteachings of the Spirit. For 
not only many things which he 
preached unto them in righteouf- 
nefs, were confidered as hard fay- 
ings, but he exprefsly declares 
verfe 63d, tharit as the Spirit that 
quick neth : Had they the Spirit 
that quickencth, they never would 
have thought that the words which 
were Spirit and were life were hard 
fryings. ‘Therefore they had not 
the Spirit. 

Inthe firft chapter of John we 
are told, that the Lord Jefus came 
to his own and his own received 
him not, but as many as received 
him to them gave he power to be- 
come the Sons of God, even to them 
that believed on his name; Which 
cvere barn, not of blood, nor of the 
avill of the flefh, nor of the will of 
man but of God. His own did net 
in general receive him, all that did 
receive him were born of God.— 
How they were born of God is 
told usin a difcourfe with Nico- 
demus, in which Jefus declares that 
except a man be born again, of wa- 
ter and of the Spirit he cannot fee 
the kingdom of God. Baptifm it- 
felf, if baptifin is meant by bein 
bora of waiter, docs not fuperfede 
the neceflity of being born of the 
Spirit. Confequently, even bap- 
tized perfons, though furrounded 
with the prefence of God fo as to 
be able to fay with the Pfalmift, 
avhither Joall Igo from thy Spirit, 
yet may be deftitute of it, in its 
peculiar operations towards a holy 
life, and in need of being born 
again by it. Here then we find 
conclufive teftimony that all men 
have not the Spirit. 

The fame thing is confirmed by 
all thofe paffages which fpeak of 
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Chriftians as born of the /pirit ; of 
God’s pouring out his Jpirit 3 of his 
giving the holy fpirit to them that 
afe him ; and of his giving a /pirit 
of grace and fupplication, which 
leads any to look on him they have 
pierced and mourn: if any do not 
look on him and mourn, they have 
not the fpirit. St. Paul fays walk 
in the fp:rit and ye fhall not fulfil the 
lufts of the fiefh. Thofe therefore 
who fulfil the lufts of the deth, have 
not the fpirit. He fays alfo Rom. 
vill. 1, 2. that thofe who are freed 
from condemnation, walk not after 
the flefo, but after the Spirit, and the 
law of the Spirit of hfe in Chrift 
Fefus has made them free from the 
law of fin and death. Where this 
Spirit is, there is true religion. If 
all men then have this Spirit, all 
men are truly religious ; but this is. 
difficult to believe. 

We read of being Jed by the Spir- 
it; that the Spirit witneffes with 
our Spirits, that we are the chil- 
dren of God ; that thro’ the Spir- 
it we mortify the deeds of the body, 
and that the Spirit is life, and yet 
men are naturally dead in trefpaffes 
and fins, and many remain fo to the 
end of life. We read alfo of the 
earneft of the Spirit given of God 
to Chriftians, that thro’ this they 
look not at the things which are tem- 
poral but at thofe which are eter- 
nal: This however is not the 
cafe of all men. 

The Apoftle tells us, of /andi-. 
feation of the Spirit, of the got 
pel’s coming to believers in demon- 
frration of the Spirit, and in fuch 
a manner as that others may no- 
tice it; for the manifeftation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to prof- 
it withal. This laft text has been 
frequently quoted in proof that ev- 
ery man has the Spirit. But if 
the word manife/tation be not omit- 
ted, it will no more prove that all 
men have the Spirit,than my hold- 
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ing up or manifefting that I have 
a beck j in my hand will prove that 
all who {ee it, have it alfo. 
Further, Chriftians are knoan 
to belong toGodby the Spirit which 


as giventhem,fce 1 John itt. 24. but 
this is impoflible 1 afl men have 


the fpirit alike, unlefs all are Chrif- 
tlans. 

Again, let us confider what 1s 
toldus Rom. vill. 14. As many es 
are led by the Spirit of God they are 
the fons of God. Upon this we 
may obferve, if all men have th 
Spirit of God /ading them to a 
religious and holy lite, then 
they al/ the fons of God, and 
there is no diflinciion of {tate be- 
tween men. One has the fpirit 
and privilege of epee as much 
as another, and every one his 
fouleft crimes, may cry Abba Fa- 
ther hy the Spirit of God, without 
tilfehood or miftake, and Jude 
was miftaken when he faid, thif 
are fenfual having not the fpirit. 

The Apoftle cows ife in the fanse 
Chapter v. g. after defcribing the 
fituation of thof who walk after 
the flefh, in which he evide cord 
fuppofes fome do walk, fays but ye 
are notin the Pele but in th 2 
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fpir lly 


ef fo be -the Spin it of Gad divel tt in | 


gov. Some walk inthe flefh, but 
this ts not the cafe if the Spirit 6 
God be mm them. Can anv thing be 
plainer ? And yet he adds, if any 


man have not the Spirit of Chrift he 
4s none of his Chriftians know 
their union to Chrift by the Spirit 
which he gives them. If all have 
his Spirit all are united unto him, 
he dwells in all, none walk in thi 
Jefe, and there is no ground for in- 
timating that any do not belong to 
him. Further, if all have the {pir- 
tt there is no room to fay any thing 
about the enmity of any one, for 
the Spirit of God is not — to 
God. Jf all therefore have 
Spirit, all are friend 
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conciled, and the main purpofe of 
the gofpel miniftry, which is to 
befecch finners in Chrift’s ftead to 
be ee to God, ts at anend; 
nay was always unneccflary 
Hence » aifo the — Lo pa 
TW ith you to the end ot 
is ufelefs. 

Vhe fenfe which is put on thefe 
p Tages of {cripture iscor firmed t bv 
n might 
doctrine of the 
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be mentioned. 





extraordinary operations ot the 
Spirit, in order to a holy Ine, feems 
be interwoven with the whole 
fyftem of the gofp clrclimon. But 
‘at othe texts which have been 
| brought into wiew, do not afford 
conviction us ufelefs to examine 
| any more. 
| The apphieation of the forego- 


Ing pafiages 1S great ly confirmed by 
Chriftian experience. Many ju- 
| dicious profefiors of Chrittiani 

Vi hofe lives were irre proac hable, 
| and who were confidered fincer 
to this 
| us ag in all 
they 
and 


Chriftians have teftified 
purpofe. They r tell 
their former reli 
thought the | 
} that the dcfire 
men was not 


VM h cn 
{inc 
of b: Ing 


C190, 
miclves _re, 
feen ot 
their objeét, they 
had not the Spirit of Chrift. Ma- 
| my who o} pofed the 1 of any 
extraordinary of the 
Spint, have been wf their own ex- 
perience e, convinced of thei 
and induced to ackn 
| doctrines whichare { 
narratives. 
faid, 
the matter. 
\' ctor 
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* Errors 
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upported in the 
it may po! fiibly be 
that they are 
But how does the ob- 
know it? Is it rational to 
deny what others fay they have 


expericnced, 


deceived about 


merely beeaufe we 
lave not experienced the fame 
thing ? Efpectally, when in every 
thing elfe ticy 
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and upright as any that we are 
acquainte 1 with. It a man 
tells us that honey is {weet, {howe 














we act rationally to fy pp pofe that he | not “J almighty power ate 
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as deluded, when we sit not tal- 
ourfelves 2? It fecms to be 
rational to compare it 
thi ling, the talte of 
experienced to be 


ted it 
rach rors 
with fume other 
which we by; Te 
weet. ; 
might not have the right idea, as 
vw fhould foon difcever by tafting 
ourtelves. Whea aman tells us 

the operations of the Spirit of 
€Sod on his heart, we frequent- 
cady to difbelieve what he 
to form fome idea of it 
according to our preconccived no- 
tions: Like the man that has nev- 
er tatied honev, he diibelieves or 
‘cive What is told him 
pares it with fome 
Dut as 
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otner tarte which isiweet. 


In taf ng of h miey itfelf he would 
find a peculiar mera fo in 
{. cling the operat ations of the Spir- 
- - ad . . . 

it ot Goa which are faving, we 


fomething different 
fiom any that we had before. 
‘Liis is teftified by our Lord, 
when he fays, 1f any man will do 
his will ,he thall know of the doc- 
iri 
Ie is fire equent! y objected, that 
“ if every man has not . Spirit 
«of God whi ch is neceffa ry for 
«his converfion or a religions life, 
¢ then he i s not to blame for re- 
naming impenitent.” To this 
itmav be re atid that the objection 
Juppofes + mat God 1S s obligated to 
ceive his s., tit In Its uncommon In- 
his would be making 
God whet all finners wifh him to 
be, their fervant. But it muft be 
confide i that the obi & ot thefe 
operations of the Spirit, is not to 
natural powers to the 
mind, but toalterthe depraved dif. 
pifition ct the heart. God has 
given natural powers enough, but 
finners well got ufe them aright. 
reafonable that blame 


he on him becaufe he does 
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But it is faid that * fior tS are 


“ willing to exert mfelves to 
“the uttermolt, Bin that they 


, * fincerely with to vfe all their ad- 


And yet, even then, we | 
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er words, from a felifh difpotition 
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“* vantages aright;”’ that 1s, in oth- 
without any regard to God as God 
(which is the temper of all the 
impenitent) the finnet 
exert himfelf without felfithne(s 


wifhes to 


and in regard God as God; 
or plainer itil, he felfifhly withes 
not to be felfith. This is 


7° 


the amount of the objection. 
But can God who knows the 
whole truth be impofed on, or 
fhall we (as alas! finners commonly 
do) impofe upon ourfelves fo far as 
to believe that in oar fcltith withe 
not to be felfiih, we are not felfith ? 

The finner knows not that God 
truly, whom he thinks he is willing 
to ferve with uprightnefs. His 
unc=rflanding is darkened and is 
alienated from the ife of God, 
through the bhinduefs of the heart. 
The way of finners is darknefs, 
they know not ct what they flam ik; 
a deceived heart has turned them 
afide. 

But fill it is re plicd, “if God 
“ bellows his fpirit in 
« and diftinguithing manner on 
“ fome, end not on others, he ts 
“cc / 1; fi2/.”? 

In anfwering this,it may be afk- 
ed was it partialin the hut 
Matt. xx, to give out of his ow! 
ftores as much to thofe wh 
bored only one hour—as tothoic 
who had borne the heat and bur- 
den of the day ? Were not the 
claims of every one anfwered ? Is 
It parti ial to civefome an opportuni- 


a pee uhar 


bandman, 
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ty fora relic sus education and aot 
to others? Partialiry doesnot con- 
fiitin beftowing greater favors on 
one than on another, but in an- 
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than of another. If there be no 
claims there can be no partiality in 
beftowing favors. If a man, in 
fetthing an account with his neigh- 
bour, fhould felf-moved throw up 
the fum of one hundred dollars 
juttly due to him, would he be 
partial if he did not the fame to 
the next ? If this can be fuppofed, 
then a man never can remit a debt 
or beftow a favor without being 
partial, unlefs he does the fame to 
every one in fimilar circumitances. 
He may not do what he will with 
his own: And if he have not 
enough for every claimieds perfon, 
he mutt beltow a favor on none, 
left he be guilty of the fin of par- 
tiality. 

Again, God aétually does give 
gfome children a better opportunity 
Mo fecure eternal life than others. 
n the courfe of his Providence, 
fome are favored with examples 
and inftructions of piety continual- 
ly s;—while others hear fcarecly 
any thing about God and religion, 
unlefs in profanity and contempt ; 
but God is not partial. 

Further it is important to confid- 
er, that all men are waturally in all 
their exercifes and volitions, war- 
ring agiinit Heaven. ‘They can 
lay no claim to mercy, they reject 
the Saviour, they have nothing to 
plead. God may exact the hun- 
dred talents of them: He may al- 
fo for Chrift’s fake remit them in 
the way of effectually calling them. 
He repeatediy calls upon them to 
fubmit, to own his fovereignty and 
to ferve him only, but no one re- 
turns, none will come unto him 
that they might have life. There- 
fore in theday of his power, not 
for their fakes, but his own, he 
makes one and another wil- 
lings by the operation of his Holy 
Spirit. How can he be partial if 
he leaves othersequally guilty? He 
hada jut right toleave all. Let 








thofe whoare left fhow their claims, 
and they may reftaffured that God 
will not utterly leave them. But 
if they have no claims upon him, 
itis very wicked to upbraid him 
with partiality becaufe he is good, 
and does what he will with his 
own. Rather ought every finner 
to admire the riches of that grace, 
which while it paffes over and 
leaves him to the juft confequences 
of his rebellion, makes another 
infinitely bleffed. His eye ought 
not to be evil, becaufe God is good. 
’Tis a great favor beftowed on 
them thatare reclaimed, but it is 
arrogance io find fault becaufe he 
does not beftow the fame unmeri- 
ted favors on all. 

The foregoing obfervations lead 
to a few remarks. 

1. When men have not experi- 
enced fomething extraordinary or 
uncommon in theix minds, in ref- 
pect of their finfulnefs and the fal- 
vation offered in the gofpel, they 
have great caufe to fear that’they 
are not partakers of the faving in- 
fluences of God’s fpirit ; and the 
fame applies to the cafe of all thofe 
who walk in ways of fenfual indul- 
gence—they have not the fpirit 
and are none of Chrif?s. 

2. There is great reafon to be- 
lieve the doctrine of awakening to 
religion, by the fpecial operations 
of the Spirit of God ; and to ad- 
mit fuch extraordinary things 
as are contained in the narratives 
of a revival of religion. They 
exhibit the marvellous grace of 
the Moft High. It does not 
become fhort-fighted and rebcllious 
creatures to follow their own con- 
jectures on fo important a fubjeét ; 
butin the fear of Fehovah to re- 
ceive the inftructions of {cripture, 
and not fhut their eyes againft 
truth which is of everlafting im- 
portance. 

3- Itis dangerous and criminal 
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to revile what others teftify refpec- | and another, was at an end. 
ting their experience of the opera- | Mankind thence became fupremely 
tions of the Holy Spirit. To de- | felfith, and as fuch, difpofed to 
ny fuch things is, at leaft, to be | feek every one his own intereft, as 
guilty of falfehood ; perhaps of | the fupreme good. The great and 
lying. It expofes to hardnefs of | happy change which is wrought in 
heart, and in fome circumftances | men, by the grace of the gofpel, 
compares with the fin which will | is, that it makes them holy, and 
never be forgiven; it is to refift | thence happy, in view of the gen- 
tee Holy Ghoft. eral good. It accordingly extends 

4. To be habitually ina ftate of | their regards, from private intereft, 
ftupidity, efpecially if we are pro- | to the glory of God, and the fu- 
feflors of religion, and to have but | preme happinefs of his kingdom. 
now and then fome uneafinefs of | When the Apoftle to the Cor. 
mind refpedting our fpiritual fate | fays, “ God is faithful, by whom 
while luft in the heart prevails | ye are called unto the fellowship 
againft the voice of our confcien- | of his Son Jefus Chrift,” he has 
ces, isa fearful ftate. It proves | in view their abfolute fafety, on the 
that we are not regenerated ; that | ground of divine promife, and 
we are not friends, but enemies to | thence their joint participation with 
Chrift ; expofed to the threatning, | Jefus Chrift, in the joy fet before 
my Spirit feall no longer flrive with | him, whenhe endured the crofs, 
man; and, in fhort, that we are | and defpifed the fhame. Hence, 
on the borders of everlafting | when he pronounced this blefling 
burnings. And how awful muft | on the Cor. “ The prace of our 
be the ftate of thofe who have had Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love 
many ferious impreffions and con- | of God, and the communion of 
vifions on their minds, but have | the Holy Ghoft, be with you all ;” 
loit them all and turned again to fol- | his meaning muft have been, that 
ly / No tongue can defcribe their | they fhould be made partakers of 
danger ! ALANSON. | the Holy Spirit, in his fpecial and 


appropriate influences, and thereby 


An Effay on Chriftian Communion ; | be actual partakers of the grace of 


: ; Chrift, and the love of God, and 
i Evangelical | thence be fitted for the holy fer- 


vice of the three in one, who bear 
‘ae apoftle John, in his 1ft | record in heaven. But the fubje& 
epift. i. 3. fays, That, will be more fully illuftrated, by 
which we have feen and heard, | the following particulars. 
declare we unto you, that ye alfo 1. The communion of Saints 
may have fellowfbip with us ; and | implies, that they have one com- 
truly our fellow/bip is with the Fa-\ mon intereft. It cannot exil’, 
ther, and with his Son, Fefus \ among beings, whofe interefts ore 
Chrif. The term fellowship, in | feparated, and thence oppofed, 
this ufe of it, has the fame fignifi- | each tothe other. Hence fays 
cation with communion. It in-| the Apoftle to the Cor. “ Whet 
tends, fummarily, a joint partici- | fellowfhip hath righteoufnefs with 
pation in one common good. unrighteoufnefs, and what com- 

















By means of the apoftacy, all | munion hath light with darknefs ?” 
holy communion between God | So far as men have the mind and 
and men, and between one man fpiris of Chrift, they have one ia- 
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tere, in common with him. He 
isheir of allthings. ‘They are ex- 
prefsly made joint herrs and parta- 
kers with him. As Chriltians 
they have no intereft, feparate 
from his. Chrit faith, “ All 
things, that the Father hath, are 
mine.” He faith further, to de- 
note the community of interett, 
between the Father and the Son, 
«© All mine are thine, 
are mine.” Hence, as all true 
believers have one intereft, in com- 
mon with Chrift, their head, they 
have the fame with the Father ; 
for faith Chrift, “ I and my Fa- 
therare one.” Being one in ef- 
fence, they have ene common in- 
tereft. his, which is primarily 
the infinite perfeGtion and happi- 
Bnefs of the divine mind, is the 
mood, of which all true believers 
are made partakers, by grace. 
Hence they are not only fo united, 
as to havea community of intereft 
among themfelves, for they are all 
one in this view, but they have 





one and the fame intereft, and | 


thence one fource of happinefs, 
with the Father and the Son. 

2. This implies a union of holy 
affection. ‘True believers are all 
united inthe bonds of mutual love. 
They are {pecially commanded, 
to love one another. By this 


therefore as an effential branch of | 


evidence, they are to be known, 
by all men, as the difciples of Je- 
fus. Befide, they all unite in fu- 
preme love to the fame infinitely 
worthy objed, even God. “ They 
all, with open face, beholding, as 
ina glafs, the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the fame image.” 
Hence, one moral image, inftamp- 
edon the heart, is a fundamental 


character, in all the difciples of 


Jefus. Hence faith Paul to the 
Cor. * We have all been made to 
drink into one f{pirit.”” 

3- Chriitian communion iinplies 


rv . 
sOMmMUNION. 
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| farther a union of purfuit. God 
is uniformly purfuin ig hisown glory, 
as the fource of all ‘rational happt- 
nefs ; as that, which furnifhes ‘the 
means of the moft perfe& gratifi- 
cation and joy, to all benevolent 
minds. God regardeth this, as his 
laitend, inallhis operations. He 
evidently intends to manifeft his 





and thine 


glory, confifting in his infinit® 
eternal, and unchangcable pe Thec- 
tion and happinefs, to the view of 
the univerfe. Chriftians, fo faras 
they are fuch, all mind and pur- 
fue the fame things. In this they 
unite with the firft caufe, and the 
laft end. ‘They defire, and ac- 
cordingly purfue nothing fo much, 
as to glorify their God and Re- 
deemer, and thence promote the 
defign of all his wondrous works. 
The end of all God’s command- 
ments is charity out of a pure heart. 
This charity is a purely difintereft- 
ed and holy affection. Hence, 
, in all its oy erations and purfuits, it 
| perfe@tly harmonizes with the di- 
| vine benevolence. 

rere —— . 
4. Chrittian communion implies, 








as the confummation of it, a union 

of holy enjoyment. The fource 
| of this enjoyment is indivifibly one. 
The happinefs of all real Chriftians 
is one. It confifts chiefly, and 
| primarily, in that holy joy, for 
which they are capacitated, by 
means of a benevolent temper of 
heart. By this they are made ca- 
pable, fo far as their views are ex- 
| tended, of enjoying the good of 
| the univerfe. This is an earneft 
| of the heavenly inheritance, which 
| is enjoyed by the Saints in this life. 
| In this they not only have fellow- 
} 


fhip, one with another, but with 
the Father and the Son. The 
three, who bear record, in heaven, 
rejoicein all the divine works, as 
thefe are moft perfeétly concezved 
and executed, for gratifying the 
divine benevolence, in the view of 
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its own operations, and the hap- 
pinefs thence diffufed, through all 
benevolent minds. Whatever is 
pleafing to the Fatherand the Son, 
is likewife to all holy creatures, fo 
far as it falls within their view of 
things. Hence, believers are fpo- 
ken of, as rejoicing, in hope of the 
glory of God. They according- 
ly rejoice, in all the profperity and 
happinefs, which are enjoyed, by 
the church and kingdom of God, 
at prefent ; and in all the good, 
which is anticipated, on the fure 
ground of divine promife and faith- 
fulnefs. Hence, the peculiar joy 
of faints on earth is the fame, with 
that of angels and the fpirits of 
juft men made perfect, in heaven ; 
and theirs is a participation in the 
icy, with which Jehovah contem- 
plates his own perfeétions, purpo- 
fes, laws, and adminiftrations ; 
and the anfwerable ftability, glory, 
and happinefs of his moral king- 
dom. 

In view of the preceding ob- 
fervations, we fee howto under- 
ftand, 1 Cor. x. 16. 17. “ The 
cup of blefiing, which we biefs, is 
it not the communion of the blood 
of Chrift ? the bread, which we 
break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Chrift ? For we, being 
many, are one bread, and one bo- 
dy: for we are all partakers of 
that one bread.”?” Communion, 
in this holy ordinance, is notmere- 
ly a joint partaking of the repre- 
fentations of Chrift’s body and 
blood. This may confift with 
men’s being wholly dead in fin, 
and thence at enmity with God 
andone another. But real difci- 
ples partake of thefe outward figns, 
in the exercife of holy love ; and 
hence, in a believing and joyful 
remembrance of Jefus Chrift, and 
him crucified. Their fouls,there- 
fore, are feafted and nourifhed, with 
the bread and the water of life. 

Vor. II. No. 2. | 


Oa Chriftian Communion. 
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Hence, it appears tarther, that 
Chriftian communion, though in 
fome things, it may depend on 
outward figns, or circumftances, 
is yet altogether f{piritual and holy. 
It depends effentially on the in- 
ward frame of the heart, and is 
founded in that holinefs, without 
which no man fhill fee the Lord. 
Hence, fallen mea can have com- 
munion with God, and with one 
another, in things pertaining to 
him, no farther, than they are 
made {piritually alive, by the wafh- 
ing of regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoft. With- 
out this, all, which they can do, 
or experience, however it may 
counterfeit the graces of the divine 
fpirit, is the fruit of an unholy 
temper, and thence of the nature 
of oppofition to God, and his ho- 
ly truth. ‘This fhows the necefli- 
ty of men’s being renewed, after 
the image of God, as fundamental 
to a confiftent profeflion of the 
Chriftian faith, and a due attend- 
ance onthcinftitution of the Lord’s 
fupper. 

We are farther taught, by this 
fubjest, that no religion, which is 
Mfounded in mere felfifonefs, what- 
ever zcal, ftridine/s, and external 
purity, it may induce, is the leaft 
qualification for the kingdom of 
heaven. Yt forms the fubject, in 
no degree, for uniting in the holy 
fervices and joys of the heavenly 
ftate. ‘This explains the abfolute 
necefhty of men’s being born a- 
gain, that they may fee the king- 
dom of God, and enjoy its blef- 
fings. Preparatory to this, they 
muft relith the beauties of holinefs, 
and rejoice in God, as their por- 
tion and happinefs. Hence, the 
unholy are not only excluded, by 
the unalterable purpofe of God, 
but if admitted to dwell in the 
prefence of his glory, it would be 





nojoyto them. Eyen heayen it- 
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felf would be a very hell to them, 
from which, if pofhible, they 
would make their efcape. The 
apparent union and joy of holy 
minds, fo far from exciting an- 
fwerable feclings in them, would 
fill them with tormenting malice 
‘and envy. How alarming is this 
view of the fubjeét, to all, who 
are yet in the gall of bitternefs, 
and bond of iniquity ! 

Finally, how highly honorable 
and glorious, as well as delightful, 
isthe fublime reality of Chriftian 
communion! It is not a growth 
of the pride and vain conceits of 
vifionary philofophers, who muft 
yet become fools, that they may 
be wife. It is not a mere part- 
nerthip of privileges and pleafures, 
with the rich, the great, and the 
honorable of the earth, who have 
their portion in this life. No, it 
is an endlefs and holy union of 
heart, of intereft, and of enjoy- 


ment, with an innumerable com- | 


pany of angels, and fpirits of juft 
men made perfeét, in the kingdom 
of God ; 


and his Son, Jefus Chrift, who is | 


king of glory, and heir of all 
things. How immenfely exalted 
then, how replete with glory, hon- 
or, and bleflednefs is that divine 
communion, to which redeem- 
ed finners are admitted, through 
the blood of the Lamb! 
TROPHIMUS. 





Special difcoveries of divine things 
made to Believers. 


HE holy {criptures evidently 

teach us, that God has a 
fpecial kindnefs for his own peo- 
ple, who are united to Jefus Chrift 
inthe covenant of grace. ‘They 
are called his ele&, in diftinétion 


from allother men. Our Saviour 


calls them his friends, his brethren, 
ard his members 3 aad+ells us that 





Special difeoveries made to Believers. 
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he layeth down his life for them 
and all the promifes of the gofpel 
are alfo limited to them. The 
blefings which the faints fhall re. 
ceive in another world are very 
great; but thefe are not all: The 
facred fcriptures teach us, that 
God diftinguifhes them from other 
men with bleffings in this world. 
It would be eafy to fhow, in many 
refpects, how they are fo diftin- 
_ guifhed ; but I fhall confine myfelf 
to obfervations on the knowledge, 
inftructions and difcoveries by 
which they are peculiarly favored. 

God is pleafed to give his faints 
his word, ordinances and iaftitu- 
tions of religion. Thefe privileges 
are not enjoyed by mankind in 
general ; but are bleflings which he 
beftows from his fingular love to 
his own people. It is true, there 


| are others, who have thefe privi- 


leges, as well as the faints; but 
they are thofe people with whom 
the faints live, and it is for the 





yea with God himfelf, | 


eleat’s fakes, that thefe privileges 
| are given. God bleffes thofe fo- 
| cieties and nations, among whom: 
his own people live, on their ac- 
count, as he would have faved 
‘Sodom from deftru€tion, if but 
| ten righteous perfons had lived in 
| that city. While the Jews were 
the church, to them were commit- 
| ted the lively oracles of God, and 
Chriftian churches have enjoyed 
them fince, and for their fakes, 
the people with whom they have 
lived ; but no other people. The 
re{t of mankind have been given 
over to an utter ignorance of the 
holy fcripteres ; which intimates, 
that thefe {criptures are given out 
of kindnefs to the faints. But 
God has given his own people com- 
munications of divine knowledge, 
which are peculiar to them, which 
no other people, not even thofe 
with whom they live, have ever 
enjoyed. - This is evident from 


| 
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many paflages in the bible. Our 
Lord faid to his difciples, * Unto 
you it is given to know the myfte- 
ries of the kingdom of heaven ; 
but to them, (the —eeaey it is 
not given.” My/fteries are fecrets, 
which none can underftand, but 
fuch as are particularly inftruéted 
into them, and according to our 
Lord, none but his difciples have 
this inftruétion. To the fame pur- 
pofe Paul fays, ‘ Eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man the 
things, which God hath prepared 
for them that love him ; but God 
hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit?» And he adds, ‘* The 


natural man receiyeth not the. 


things of the Spirit of God, nei- 
ther can he know them, becaufe 
they are fpiritually difcerned.’ 
Our Saviour alfo fpeaks of reveal- 
ing himfelf unto his own people, 
as he doth not unto the world. 
Thefe, and many other paflages of 
{cripture, which might be mention- 
ed, prove that God is grzcioufly 
pleafed to communicate tohis faints 
{uch knowledge of divine things, 
as he does not give to other men. 

The knowledge here fpoken of, 
isnot merely different in degree, 
but in kind, from that which oth- 
ers poffefs, in common with the 
faints. For this reafon, the things 
that they know, are called the 
myfteries of the kingdom of heav- 
en. The Chriftian knows by ex- 
perience the nature of holinefs, and 
the difference between that and fin. 
He has a direct knowledge, what 
thofe things are, which in the 
{criptures are called regeneration, 
repentance, faith, love, obedience, 
communion with God, Chriftian 
comfort, divine fupport and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft ; and he has an 
experimental acquaintance with 
the other things which the bible 
mentions, relating te the Chriftian 
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life. He has been in the praétice 
of them himfelf, and therefore 
when he reads of them in the word 
of God, er hears of them in the 
fanétuary, or elfewhere, he under- 
ftands the ideas meant by the words. 
Chriftians alfo are the only people, 
who know any thing of the moral 
beauty and amiablenefs of the char- 
aéter of God, and of Chrift, and 
who are acquainted with the ex- 
cellency and lovelinefs of God’s 
moral government. To others 
there is no form or comelinefs in 
Chrift, why he fhould be defired, 
and they have no delight in the 
law of the Lord ; while Chrif- 
tians tafte and fee that the Lord is 
good. The knowledge, which fin- 
ners have of God, and of the 
things of religion, is communica- 
ted to their underftandings by 
books and defcriptions ; but Chrif- 
tians enjoy the teachings of the 
Spirit. Thefe learn religion, and 
the nature of holinefs and divine 
things, not only by book, but alfo 
by praétice. ‘This knowledge of 
the fpirituality and excellency of 
the divine life, and of the things 
of God, differs from the ideas of 
others on thefe fubjeéts, much 
more that ihe knowledge of an 
hufbandman, concerning his bufi- 
nefs, differs from the ideas of it, 
which he could communicate by 
words, toafavage of the wilder- 
nefs, who had never feen any thing 
of thekind. The knowledge of 
the Chriftian is experimental, the 
ideas of others are derived from 
report and hear-fay ; and they form 
falfe and inadequate ideas of all 
thefe things ; and of many of them 
they have no notionat all. They 
are wholly ignorant of their rich- 
nefs andexcellency. They know 
not the Lord. Hence it is, that 
when a finner is firft brought into 
the kingdom of Chrift, the Bible 
appears new to him, andthe things 
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of which it treats, very different 
from what he expectedto findthem, 
if he fhould become a Chriftian. 

Chriftians receive glorious in- 
{tru€tions, by the teachings of the 
Spirit, which are communications 
made, not immediately to their un- 
derftandings, but to their hearts, 
by which they are enabled to fee 
the beauty of holinefs. The fpir- 
it of Chrift isin them. When 
one of Chrift’s apoftles afked him, 
‘ How isit, Lord, that thou wilt 
manifeft thyfelf to us, and not to 
the world ? He replied, that 


beth the Father and himfelf would | 
come and take up their abode with 


them. This refpeéts a {piritual in- 
tercourfe, between God and Chrif- 
tians, in which their fpizitual life 
and comfort confift. This can 
be known to none, but fuch as 
partake of it. 

' Let me obferve further, that it 
is not only true, that the diftinguifh- 
ing love of God, to his own peo- 
ple, hasled him to give fuch pe- 
culiar privileges and inftruétions to 
them ; but that it is evidently fit 
and reafonable, that God should 
give them fuch privileges, and 
make fuch fpecial difcoveries of 
himfelf, and of divine things to 
them. ‘They are his peculiar peo- 
ple. Hehath chofen them, from 
aworld of cnemies, to be to the 
glory of his srace—to be the ex- 
amples and monuments of his un- 
fseakable goodnefs and mercy. 
They are fingled out, to be the re- 
wardof Chriit’s mediatorial work ; 
it is therefore fuitable, that God 
fhould, for his own fake, pour out 
upon them of his Spirit in abund- 
ant meafures, and atford them all 
fach inftructions ae communica- 
tions, as arences fire, in the bef 
manner to a to anfwer his 
dotigns, that they mav be illuftri- 
ons witnefies of the 1 arnefs of 
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confiders them asveflels fet apart 
for himfelf, and he inftruéts, pu- 
rifies and enriches them, for his 
own ufe and fervice, to any de- 
gree he pleafes. But this is not 
the cafe with other men, who re- 
main the enemies of God. They 
are left to the direétion of their 
own evil hearts, and are veffels of 
wrath fitting fordeftruction. They, 
by their evil ways, judge themfelves 
unworthy of eternal life, and God 
turns from them to his own people, 

The preceding obfervations are 
{ufficient to fhow us how it comes 
to pafs, that regeneration, faith 
and many other things, fpoken of 
in the holy fcriptures, are fo dif- 
ferently underftood by different 
people. Real believers, who have 
nat only a fpeculative, but a prac- 
tical knowledge of them, under- 
ftand all the effential things of re- 
ligion alike, in all nations, and 
among all denominations. But 
thofe, whofe notions of religion 
are derived only from books and 
information, and often from mif- 
information refpecting it, are very 
liable to miftakes. They have 
hearts oppofed to true religion, and 
to the doétrines of the bible ; they 
with them to be different from what 
they are, and are prepared to em- 
brace fome of thofe falfe reprefent- 
ations of them, which have been 
devifed, and are induftrioufly cir- 
culated, by the enemies of truth. 
They love darknefs, rather than 
light. Here isroom enough for 
the introduction of endlefs differ- 
ences, without a fufpicion, that 
they arife from any obfcurity in 
the word of God. Such men ful- 
fil the prediétions of the {criptures, 
by wrefting them to their own de- 
ftruction. We ought not to be 
{urprifed at the errors invented and, 
circulated by men, who have na 
personal acquaintance with true re 
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ligion, and whofe evil hearts difpofe 
them to embrace error, in prefer- 
enceto truth. But ‘if any man, 
(faith Chrift,) will do his will, he 
fhall know of the doétrine, wheth- 
eritbe ef God.’ And an apoftle, 
{peaking to Chriftians, fays, * Ye 
have an unétion from the Holy 
One, and know all things.’ 

Thefe obfervations will alfo lead 
us to difcover whence it comes to 
pafs, that there are fome men, who 
do not believe inthe neceflity of 
awakenings, convictions, conver- 
fions andfiuch earneft attention to 
the things of religion, as fome- 
times take placcamong men. They 
do not believe in that, which is 
fometimes called experimental re- 
ligion, to diftinguiih it from that, 
which confifts in nothing ‘more 
than a reputable morality, and a 
formal attendance on the ordinan- 
ces of the gofpel. ‘The reafons 
given, why they do not believe 
in fuch things, very conimonly are, 
that they never experienced any 
thing of the kind, or that, at fome 
former day, they were under con- 
cern of mind, but it wore off, and 
left them asthey were before, and 
therefore that they know, by their 
own experience, that there is noth- 
ing in fuch things, but enthufiafm 
and delufion. By this account of 
themfelves, they defcitbe thofe, 
who are reprefented by iced fown 
on ftony ground, which f{pringeth 
up fuddenly, but focn withereth 
away» Inttead of drawing this 
falfe and dangerous conclufion, it 
is carneftly withed, that they would 
ferioufly confider this admonition, 
given them by our Lord, ¢ When 
the unclean {pirit is gone eut of 
aman, he walketh through dry 


places, feeking reft and tindeti | 


none. Then he faith, I willre- 
turn into my houfe, from whence 
I came out, and when he is come, 
he findeth it empty, {wept and gar- 
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nifhed. Then goeth he, and tae 
keth with him feven other fpirits, 
more wicked than himfelf, and they 
enter m and dwell there ; and the 
laft ftate of that man is worfe than 
the firft.? Suchmen are not Chrifs 
tians ; they have not that knowle 
edge, which the bible tells us, is 
peculiar to Chriftians, and there- 
fore their want of knowledge and 
experience in thefe things, is fo far 
from proving that they are mete de- 
lufioa, that it only proves that 
themfelves are in the broad way, 
that leads to death. And fince 
this divine knowledge is revealed 
to Chriitians only, it is not {trange 
that many others, fhould difbelieve 
and deny it, notwithftanding the 
evidence we have of it, in the 
holy fcriptures. 

‘The foregoing obfervationsfhow 
alfo the propriety of calling true 
religion, experimental religion, to 
diftinguifh it from the opinions of 
men, who have had no experience 
in it. 

Finaily, It appears from the 
foregoing obfervations, that a man 
muft be a Chriftian indeed, that 
he may have any competent knowl- 
edge of the nature and exercifes 
of Chriftianity. ‘ This is life e- 
ternal,to know thee, the only true 
God, and Jefus Chrift, whom thcu 
haft fent.’ MIKROS. 





For tHE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaGazine. 


Genefis xvii. 23. ‘ And Abra- 
ham took I/bmael his Son, and 
all that were born in his houfe, 
and all that were bought with bis 
money, every male among the 
men of Abraham’s houfe ; and 
circumcifed the flefb of their fore- 
fein, in the filf fame day, as 

God had faid unto him.” 
AD we fufficieut light to di- 
rect our inguiry, it might 
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‘bé Of fotne importance to under- 
ftand upon what ground it was, 
that circumcifion was adminiltered 
to Abraham’s houfchold. When 
God firlt inftituted a feal of his 
néw and pracious covenant, and 
gave an exprefs command that it 
fhould be adminiftered to all the 
males of Abraham’s family, it 
would be reafonable to fuppofe, 
that the conditions upon which it 
was to be applied were fuch as God 
defigned fhould be obferved, in his 
church, in all future ages. As 
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were circumcifed only on Abra- 
ham’s account, without any regard 
to their own perfonal qualifications, 
is, at leaft apparently, inconfiftent 
with the directions afterwards giv- 
en, by the God of Abraham, ref- 
pecting the adminiftration of the 
feal of the covenant of grace. 
Juft befere his afcenfion, Chrift di- 
rected his Apoftles, Matt. xxviii. 
19, * Go teach, (difciple) all na- 
tions, baptizing them”. Under 
the Chriftian difpenfation, baptifm 





takes place of circumcifion, and is 


this was the original inftitution of | a feal of the fame covenant of 


a feal, and was defigned, not only 
to diftinguifh and feparate the fam- 
ily of God from all others, but to 
initiate and introduce into it 3 itis 
reafonable to fuppofe, that the pof- 
terity of Abraham would follow 
his example in its adminiftration. 
Not only fo, but it will be hard to 
admit, that the terms upon which 
God originally directed any to be 
circumcifed, were different from 
thofe upon which he afterwards re- 
quired the feal of circumcifion to 
be applied. 

It feems generally to have been 
regarded as a clear cafe, that the 
then of Abraham’s hovfchold, 
though of various and different 
ages, and many of them as capa- 
ble of judging and acting for them- 
felves, in matters of a religious 
nature, as Abraham himfelf, were, 
neverthelefs, circumcifed, not in 
teltimony of their own faith, but 
of Abraham’s : Confeguently, 
that they, none of them, received 
circumcifion asa feal of the right- 
eoufnels of their own, but of his 
faith. The following confidera- 
tions may be fufficient to render it 
<loubtful whethertheadults in A bra- 


ham’s family, and mengfar advan-. 


ced in life, were circumcifed, not 


on their own but on Abraham’s | 


account, VIZ. 
1. The fxppoStion that they 


y 
al 


' promife—the fame righteoufnefs of 
| faith. But if the Apoftles of our 
| Lord were not to adminifter this 
| feal to thefe, to whom they preach- 
-ed, until they were di/cipled and 
| appeared to embrace the Chriftian 
faith ; there needs fome caution in 
| admitting the fuppofition, that, by 
the exprefs command of God, it 
was to be adminiftered to adults, 
under the former difpenfation, 
without any regard to their perfon- 
al characters—and merely becaufe 
they were fervants to one, who 
was himfelf a believer. Abra- 
ham’s houfehold was made up of 
men of various ages. Before the 
in{titution of circumcifion, he had 
upwards of three hundred trained 
fervants, who were born in his own 
houfe. Thefe were as capable of 
embracing the faith of Abraham, 
as the Gentiles were, of embra- 
cing the Chriftian faith, when the 
Apoftles were commiffioned to 
preach to them, and baptize. 
And as the Chriftian baptifm is no 
more a feal of the righteoufnefs of 
faith, than circumcifion was, un- 
der the former difpenfation, it is 
hardly admithble that the /atter, by 
exprefs direction of the Head of 
the church, was heretofore to be 
aciminiitered to adults, without any 
resard to perfonal charaéer ; when 





‘faith ia the promife is now made 
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the condition of its being adminif- 
tered to thofe, to whom the gof- 
pel is preached. It is true, we 
have but few materials from which 
to colleét the moral chara¢ters, and 
judge, direétly, of the perfonal 
piety of Abraham’s fervants. We 
are, neverthelefs, not left perfedtly 
in the dark with regard to the fub- 
ject. Abraham’s eldeft fervant, 


who was fent to take a wife to. 


Hfaac, appears to have been emi- 
nently pious. And God had, be- 
fore, faid, Gen. xviii. 19. “I 
know Abraham that he will com- 
mand his children, and his houfe- 


hold after him, and they thal! keep 


the way of the Lord to do juftice 
and judgment.” This is a di- 
vine teltimony to the fidelity of 
Abraham. It feems that, on tri- 
al, Godhad found him faithful. 
Hence there is great reafon to fup- 
pofe, that Abraham had been a: 
painful and faithful inftructor of 
his houfehold, taught them the 
true religion, and labored to form 
his whole family to the knowledge 
and love of God. 

2. It appears that God was now 
colleéting and forming a church, 


Remarks on Genefis xvii. 23. 
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former difpenfation, as. members 
of the vifible family of God ; 
the uncircumcifed as Mn and 
aliens. So it is now in regard of 
thofe who are baptized according 
to the dire&tions of the word of 
God ; and, thofe who remain un- 
baptized. ‘The circumcifed not on- 
ly might, but were required to eat 
the | psaigg: under the former dif- 
penfation: But this was forbidden 
to the uncircumcifid. So none, 
but they who are baptized may par- 
take of the Chriftian paffover ; all 
others are to be excluded from it. 
Thefe confiderations feem fufficient 
to fupport the opinion which has 
generally been entertained, that, 
with the inftitution of circumcif- 
ion, God fet up a church in the 
family of Abraham. God hada 
churchin the world, before this 5 
but its members, {cattered here and 
there, were not formed into a dif- 
tinct fociety, or colleéted into a 
particular family ; nor were they 
diftinguifhed from the reft of the 
world, by any fpecial, vifible 
marks. But now God was fetting 
up achurch, to live and be perpet- 
uated to the end of time, which 


in the family of Abraham, to be | was to be diftinguifhed, by an cx- 
diftinguifhed fiom all other people, | ternal, vifible mark, froin the reft 
as well by a particular, vifible mark, | of mankind : And ¢é/is mark, the 
or badge, as by larger and more | feal of a gracious promife of his 
explicit promifes than had been be- | mercy and favor; and, that this 


fore made. 


This mark God ftiles | 


church fhould never be forfaken or 


his covenant in their flefh. © This | caft off, but fhould live and flourifh 


was a feal, on his part, of his 
covenant of promife. And this, 
from that time forward, until the 
introduction of the Chriftian dif- 


_of which he will ever dwell—feal~ 


penfation, was initiating ; and was | 


the only door into the vifible 
church. And the feal of the fame 
covenant of promife, ever fince 
the afcenfion of Chrift, has been 
equally initiating into the vifible 
family of God ; and, will remain 
fo, to the end of time. The cir- 


} 
| 


| 
| 


‘ 
' 


to the lateit pencrations. 
This church is God’s family— 
God’s own houfehold, in the midft 


ing to its members the gracious 
promife, that he will be their God. 
On this church God has had his 
heart from eternity. For this 
the world was made: And for this, 
the Lord of glory died, and now: 
lives, and will live and reign till 


her laft enemy fhall be deftroyed. 


cumcifed were confidered, undes the ' The church, erected in the family 
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of Abraham, and diftinguiflied by 
the feal of God’s gracious cove- 
nant and promife, is the fame 
church of the living God, which 
ftill exifts, though under a differ- 
ent difpenfation ; and is diftinguifh- 
ed from the reft of the world by 
an outward, though different, feal 
of the fame gracious covenant and 
promife, which was made and feal- 
ed tothe father of the faithful. 

Thefe confiderations would nat- 
urally lead us to fuppofe that, when 
God himfelf began a church, to 
be diftinguifhed in all future ages 
from the reft of mankind, he 
would form it agreeably to the pat- 
tern, which, when afterwards 
manifeft in flefh, he gave to his 
apoftles, of a Chriftian church.— 
That, in the formation of this 
church, the Lord himflf would 
obferve the fame rules, which he 
required his apofties to obferve in 
erecting churches.—-And, that he 
would admit none into it by cir- 
cumcifion, but fach as his apoftles 
might, afterwards, admit by bap- 
tifm. 

But if we fuppofe that cireum- 
cifion was adminiftered to Abra- 
ham’s adult fervants, without any 
regard to their perfonal charaéters, 
and only on account of the faith 
of their matter, Abraham 3; we 
fhall here behold a church, for- 
med immediately by God himfelf, 
without one pious a in it, Or, 
at leatt, without piety being in- 
fifted on, ora vifib ‘lity of it being 
even fought in one member of it, 
excepting merely the matter of the 
family. This hypothetis be “ing ad- 

mitted, extremely di &, ent 
will the plan appear, upon which 
the holy Ged himfelf formed a 
church, from that unon which he, 
afterwards, dircéted his fervants, 
who acted under him, to form 
churches forhim. And this the 
church, too, which was to be per- 


how 
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! that he fhoald compel men far ad- 
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petuated in all ages, and into 
which none, to whom the Apof- 
tles were fent to preach, were to 
be admitted by baptifm, but fuch 
as were vilibly believers. 

That God himfelf fhould dire& 
and require Abraham to fet the 
feal of the righteoufnefs of faith on 
adults, without any regard to their 
perfonal moral characters ;—that 
he fhould, inthe firft inftance, di- 
reét the church, with whom he 
faid he would dwell, and to whom 
he promifed to be a Father anda 
God, to be compofed of members 
deititute of vifible marks of piety 
toward him ;—that this fhould be 
the vifible church redeemed from 
among men, and formed to fhow 
forth the praifes of him, who hath 
calied them to glory and virtue ; 
and, that, wards, he fhould 
direét peculiar care to be ufed re- 
refpecting the materials of which 
his houfe is to be builded, and re- 
quire the evidence of afc iplefi up to 
be given, before the initiatin g feal 
into his houfe aad family might be 
adminifiered ; are fuppo‘itions. 
which are mere without 

clear and full evidence to fupport 
them. 

Befides, itis worthy of enquiry, 
whether it be correfpondent with 
God’s ufual manner of dealiag 
with menin matters cf religion, 
and ayreeable to that grace, where- 
in he “hath abounded toward us in 
all wifdom and prudence, to fup- 
pofe that he fhould require Abra- 
ham to exercife the authority of a 
majter in compelling men tea Submit 
to arcligiozs rite—a facred feal of 
God's new and gracious covenant ; 
and, on the other hand, whether it 
correfpond with character of 
Abraham, aad the teitimony which 
God himfelf cave of him, that he 
WOU Jd command his children and 
his honfeold after him, to fuppofe 
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vanced in life to receive the infti- 
tuted diftinguifhing mark of being 
in covenant with the holy God, 
without previoufly inftruéting them 
into the facred nature and defign 
of the inftitution ; or, when thus 
inftruéted, on their rejecting the 
covenant, of which circumcifion 
wasthe feal, that he fhould pro- 
ceed to adminifter it to them.— 
Thefe confiderations alone, afide 
from what has been before urged, 
furnifh apparently plaufible objec- 
tions again{t the opinion, that the 
adult fervants of Abraham’s houfe- 
hold were circumcifed on account 
of dis faith, withoyt any regard to 
their own perfonal charaéters. 





On the duty and importance of So. 
cial Worfbip.—Particularly in 
the exercife of Pfalmody. 


(Continued from p. 17. 
NUMBER III. 


Be filled with the Spirit ; 
{peaking to yourfelves in Pfalms, 
and Hymns and Spiritual Songs ; 
finging and making melody in 
you heart tothe Lord. Paulto 
the Ephefians, v. 19, 20. 


HAT public worfhip, in 

fome form, is a duty of per- 

petual obligation on men, is gene- 

rally admitted ; and its important 

relation to the interefts of human 

fociety, is felt, and rarely denied 
even by infidels. 

That Pfalmody in particular, 
or the exercife of vocal mufic in 
the public worfhip of God is a du- 
ty of divine inftitution, and as 
fuch has been praétifed by the peo- 
ple of God in every age of the 
church, has been confidercd in my 
fecond number, and the apoftolic 
injunétion at the head of this, to- 
gether with various paffages from 
the Old Teftament Scriptures ad- 
duced in eftablifhment of the point. 

Vou. Il. No. 2. 
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The defign of all which was, not 
fo much to convince the doubtful, 
as to excite the ferious attention of 
the inconfiderate, and imprefs the 
influence of divine authority asa 
matter of the utmoft importance to 
a right and acceptable performance 
of the duty—for, ‘ whatfoever is 
not of faith, is fin.” 

The particular manner, both 
as to outward aét and moral tem- 
per with which the duty is to be 
performed, yet remains tobe confid- 
ered ; and thisisthe propofed fubjoxt 
of enquiry in the prefent number. 

As the fubject prefents itfelf in 
a twofold view, viz. external and 
internal, this method of treating it is 
accordingly fuggefted. And asto 
the firft, we may obferve, that 
reafon and common fenfe, as well 
as the concurring authority of 
Scripture, point out the propriety, 
yea, the duty of qualifying our- 
felves in the knowledge both of the 
theory and the pra¢tice of the mu- 
fical art, that we may join in that 
part of worfhip, fo that the exer- 
cifes of God’s houfe may be per- 
formed decently and in order. "Yo 
difconneét, or difcard this princi- 
ple from our idea of the duty, 
would manifeft an extreme degree 
of ftupidity, and of difrefpe@ for 
a divine inftitution. As a general 
rule, perhaps it would go as far to 
difprove a heart of piety, as an ear 
for mufic. IIl-timed finging, or 
a medley of an hundred jarring dif- 
cordant founds poured upon the 
ear at once, muft have fuch a dif- 
agreeable effect, as_ will tend rath- 
er to extingufh than excite devo- 
tion. This idea then, that we 
mutt fo fing as to make melody to 
the ear, mult be taken as a given 
firft principle. Voluntary penance 
enters not into religious worthip, 
and the effect of difcordant founds 
isfimply the fenfation of diftrefs 
and horror, 


H 
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As I am now treating upon the 
external part of the duty, permit 
me to defcend ftili more minutely 
upon matters of form ; for what- 
ever is conneéted gn point of pro- 
priety with this fubject cannot be 
viewed as unimportant. In the 
exercife of this, as well as every 


other art of worfhip, we fhould | 
obferve a decent, folemn and reg- | 
ular deportmerit—not indulge in | 
| Jefs calculated than others, to ex- 
tention and indifference—in no in- | 


poftures of floth, of apparent inat- 


decent, light and trivial geftures. 
Our eyes fhould be upon our 
pfalm books—not an unneceflary 
whifper fhould efcape from our 
lips, and never a {mile of levity 
appear upon our faces.—Our ar- 
ticulation fhould be clear, our pro- 
nunciation diftinét, our emphafis 
correct and natural as in reading or 
fpeaking. 

If we feel, as we ever fhould 


emn act in which we are engaged ; 
and that we are addrefling our 


ment will be conformable. 


actin behalf of the whole in ma- 
king this felection. I would how- 
ever humbly fugge(t the expediency 
of not indulging to the extreme 
a tafte for novelty, or a_predilec- 
tion for new tunes, in exclufion of 
all fuch as are generally known, 
and in which the older partof the 
congregation cai unite their voi- 


ees 3 and for the fame end, that is, | 


to make the worfhip as general, 
and as generally edifying as may be, 
that fuging mufic, and mufical rep- 
etitions without very evident pro- 
priety, be but fparingly ufed. A 
want of due folemnity and feriout- 
nefs in much of the modern church 


mufic now in ule, is felt and re-! 
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gretted by many people of ferious 
minds, and correét mufical tafte. 
There is furely a certain fitnefs and 
propriety to be attended to in this 
matter, or we are at once expofed 
to very unbecoming extremes. 
There is nothing facred in founds, 
it will perhaps be replied ; and it is 


as readily granted ; but that there - 


is not fomething in certain tranfi- 
tions and modifications of founds 


cite ferioufnefs and devotion, and 


| therefore not fo proper to be ufed 
| in the folemn exercife of divine 


worfhip, furely cannot be pretend- 
ed. And that flighty, unferious 
airs of mufic form the beft medi- 
um of our communion with heav- 


en, and the moft fuitable in which 


to addrefs our dire& and folemn 
homage to the King eternal in the 


' temple of the living God, will not 
| be conceded. 
feel in this duty, that it is a fol- | 


But the great and effential re- 


| quifite of the duty is ftill to be 
, confidered and applied; without 
homage to the all-prefent, omnif- | 
cient God, our outward deport- | 


which the utmoft attention to out- 
ward form, will be as unavailing 


asa tinkling cymbal, and as defti- 

The choice of tunes belongs to | 
each worfhipping afiembly, or to | 
the leading choir of fingers, who | 


tute of truce worfip. We muft 
not indulge fo grofs an idea as that 
the Moft High is capable of being 


| pleafed with founds—it is a meek 


and quiet fpirit alone that is of 


‘worth in his fight. ‘ The Lord 


taketh pleafure in them that fear 
him, in thofe that hope in his mer- 
cy.” It is the melody of the 
heart only that afcends with accep- 
tance and makes mufic in the ear 
of God. ‘This end, our mufic ts 
defigned asa mean to effecdt—in 
tranquillizing the paffions—sfitting 
the affections to a fpirit of devo- 
tion, and preparing the heart, thro’ 
the aid of divine grace, for the 
perception and enjoyment of moral 
beauty. 

The firft and fundamental direc- 
tion, the Apoftle gives for the per- 
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formance of the duty is, “ be fil- 
led with the Spirit.” Here isan | 
idea, which, perhaps, many of the 
yotaries of facred mufic have not 
fufficiently confidered ; and _per- 
haps too in all their time, attention 
and expenfe beftowed in learning 
to fing, they have not even brought 
it into account as a qualification 
for acceptable religious praife. If 
fo, let them, for once attend care- 
fully to the inftrudtion of the bible, 
and receive conviction of truth. 
There is fomething ftriking and 
inftruétive in the connection which 
the firft claufe of this fcripture paf- | 
fage, has with what immediately | 
precedes it, “ Be not drunk with | 
wine wherein is excefs, but be fil- | 
led with the Spirit, fpeaking to 
yourfelves in pfalms and hymns,” 
kc. People of temperate lives | 
will not fo readily apprehend any | 
fpecial application to themfelves, of 
this part of the apoftolic injunc- 
tion ; befurey by way of reproof 
—yet I muft think, that in its con- 
nection is contained an important 
inftruétion for all ; and as far as 
we are actuated by improper mo- 
tives in our attention to the mufi- 
cal art, and do pervert the melody | 
of our voices to a wrong and im- 
proper end, we are not fo uninter- 
efted in the paffage, as at firft feem- 
ed ; but the reproof, by implica- 
tion, actually reaches us. And 
do we not fee a general propenfity 
in mankind to abufe and pervert 
the facred art of mufic ? The ufe 
which a great part of mankind | 
make of mufic, and the higheft | 
end they propofe from the practice 
and enjoyment of it, is to excite 
carnal mirth, and give a keener rel- 
ifh to fcenes of conviviality, if not 
of riot and intoxication. A mer- 
ry fong over the bottle or card-ta- 
ble, beguiles the infipidity of mif- 
pent time, and adds a gaiety of 
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Saith the prophet Ifaiah, “ The 
harp andthe viol, the tabret and 
pipe and wine are in their fealts, 
but they regard not the work of 
the Lord, neither confider the op- 
eration of his hands”. (J/aiah v. 
12.) The prophet Amos gives 
the fame defcription. They 
chant to the found of the viol, and 
invent to themfelves inftruments of 
mufic like David—that drink wine 
in bowls, and anoint themfelves 
with the chief ointment, but they 
are not grieved for the affliction of 
Jofeph’’. (Amos vi. 5, 6.) How 
difpleafing to the Moft High was 
this proftitution of mufic, the 
fame prophet gives us to under- 
ftand. “ Take thou away from 
me the noife of thy fongs, for I 
will not hear the melody of thy 
viols.”’ 

Thefe {cripture paffages, I think, 
explain the connection of the for- 
mer one, to which we have advert- 
ed; and thew us, that the ufe of 
mufic, for felfifh, carnal, fenfual 
ends and purpofes, is divinely for- 


_bidden ; and that, like all other 


‘enjoyments, itis to be improved, 


with either an immediate, or ulti- 
mate refpect to the fervice of God 5 
either to unbend and relax the rffind 


from cares ; to rcfrefh and enliven 
the animal fpirits in a ftate of de- 


jection, or under too great intenfi- 
ty of mental exercife, and there- 
by the better fit us for the active 
duties of life ; or, in the nobleft 
ufe of mufic, to enkindle a fpirit 
of devotion in our fouls—to wor- 
fhip and glorify God. 

In the direction given us by the 
Apoftle for the performance of the 
duty, he fets up a character, moral 
temper, performance and enjoy- 
ment, in the exercife of the mu- 
fical art, in direé contraft with 
what immediately precedes it.— 
Asif he had faid, would you en- 
joy true pleafure in the charms of 
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mufic, apply the art to the proper 
end for which it was defigned and 

iven to man. Seek it not in the 
Sng of the drunkard, or the lewd 
ballad of the fenfualift, but addrefs 
your melody in humble fervent 
worfhip, to him who formed to 
fong your tuneful voices, ‘ fpeak- 
ing to yourfelves in pfalms and 
hymns and fpiritual fongs, finging 
and making melody in your hearts 
tothe Lord.” And for this end, 
“ be filled with the Spirit”—be 
afimilated, in the temper and dif- 
pofitions of your hearts, tothe glo- 
tious moral charaéter of Deity, the 
infinite fource and ftandard of all 
perfection.—Whiat it is to be filled 
with the Spirit, we may learn, by 
knowing what are the genuine ef- 
feéts of the Spirit’s fanétifying ope- 
rations upon the foul. ‘ Now the 
fruits of the Spirit are thefe, love, 
joys peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, 
goodne/s, faith, meeknefs, tempe- 
rane.” Where thefe are found 
in the worfhipper, he is filled 


with the Spirit—and what divine | 


harmony, what heavenly mufic 
muft flow from the combination 
and concert of thefe virtues! It is 


a melody pleafing to God him- 
felf. 


s . . | 
There is fomething very in- 


fiructive, and inexpreflibly beauti- 


ful in the figurative expreflion, | 


** making melody in your hearts to 
the Lord.” If it mean any thing, 
it is defcriptive of the moft com- 
pofed, ferene, and tranquil ftate 
of mind—forming a direct con- 
traft to that of the carnal mind, 
whieh, diffracted with worldly 
cares, in cnmity with his God, 
and his fellow creatures, oppofed 
tothe nature and the obje<t of his 
worfhip, is harrowed up with the 
diftracting conflict of jarring paf- 
fions, and like the troubled fea 
that cannot re{t, continually catt- 
ing up mire and dirt. here is 
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| nothing but difcord in fuch a heart 
chow tuneful foever may be his 
voice. But where the rough and 
turbulent paffions are f{moothed 
and regulated—all the powers and 
faculties of the foul—all the affec- 
tions and defires of the heart, 
ftrike unifon in love to God and 
man ; here is melody indeed, it is 
the melody of the heart :—here is 
celeftial mufic ; it is the harmony 
of the foul. This on earth pre- 
ludes the exercife of angels, and 
the tranfports of heaven. 

If then Pfalmody, be a divine 
inftitution, which we cannot doubt, 
it ought to be diligently cultivated 
| and reverently attended. Let 
| none remain inattentive to the duty, 
| or infenfible of their obligations 
| to fing God’s praife in his public 
| worfhip. Letall be exhorted to 
| unite with the mufic of their voi- 
| ces, that melody of the heart 
| which the facred {criptures enjoin, 
| and they may humbly hope for the 
| approbation and acceptance of 
that great and glorious Being, who 
| is the immediate obje¢t of their 
' worfhip. Let us only be filled 
with the Spirit, and we can want 
no motive of encouragement, that 
can aroufe the attention, warm the 
affe€tions, and infpire the devotion 
of arational being. 





| 


ASAPH. 





4a account of a work of divine 
grace in a revival of religion in 
the town of PrrmoutH, State of 
Conneditcut, in the year 1799, in 
two letters to the Editors from the 
Rev. Simon Waterman. 


(Continued from page 27.) 
LETTER II. 
GENTLEMEN, 


A GREEABLE to intima- 
tions givenin the clofe of my 
former letter, I hall now give fome 
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farther particulars, relating to the 
e revival of religion in this town. 
> About four or five months af- 
ter the attention began, two lads 
or young men, who lived near 
each other, having finifhed their 
daily labor in the field, met ia 
{chool-houfe near by, and fpent 
the evening in religious converfa- 
tion. They had not {pent more 
than two evenings in this manner, 
before their being together and the 
defign thereof, was known to fome 
in the neighborhood, who, the 
next time they met, spanes their 
comparty. About this time, I 
heard of their meeting, although 
it was not generally known. A 
doubt, at once, arofe with refpect 
to the propriety of encouraging fo 
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_nefs ; for in every part of- the 


j 
| 


young a clafs, of the different fex- | 


es, meeting by themfelves, for re- 


fuperintend their meetinga and 


} 





houfe, tears were feen, and fighs 
and fobs heard ; altho’ endeavors 
ere ufed to fupprefs the one, and 
to conceal the other. Thefe 
meetings of the young people and 
children, were kept up for feveral 
months,/and until more elderly 
people, who wifhed to participate 
with them in their devotional ex- 
ercifes, came in among them, and 
fo rendered them common for 
thofe of every age: but itis ho- 
ped, the religious impreflions made 
atthis time, upon the young and 
tender minds of a number, will 
never be wholly effaced, but remain 
through time and be like a well of 
water, {pringing up into everlalting 

ife. 
I thall now take notice of fome 


_expreffions, or forms of fpeech, 
ligious purpofes ; without fome one | 
of more age and experience, to— 


preferve regularity among them, | 


asalfoto initruét them, in things 


pertaining to the kingdom of God, | 


and their own falvation. At their 
next meeting, I went among them, 
and found nearly forty mates and 
females, from about cight to about 
cightcen years of ase, convened 
for the P urpofe of praying togeth- 
er, reading, finging pfalms, and 
talking upon religious fubjects. 
Being now detired by them 1 met 
with them, weekly, for feveral 
months. The fecond time I met 
with them, there were about dou- 
ble the number there were the firft 
time; andthe third time, 1 judg- 
ed about one hundred aad forty. 
Although it was now the bufielt 
feafon of the year with farmers, 
being about harve(t-time, and the 
cvenings fhort, young men and 
women and children, came froma 
dittance of fevcral miles ; andmuch 
the greater part appeared to have 
their minds imprefled with feriouf- 





made ufe of by individuals, du- 
ting the time of the awakening. 
Thefe exprefions and forms of 
fpeech, fo far as they indicate the 
exercifes of the heart, will thow 
what the views and feelings of fome 
were ; and perhaps, afford a {pe- 
cimen of the whole ; for it is not 
doubted, but fimilar views and feel- 
ings were common to many, if 
not to mott of thofe among us, who 
have been the fubjc&ts of an un- 
common operation of the fpirit. 
When one was afked, “ Do you 
‘ hope you have acquainted yourfelf 
‘ with Cod, and are now at peace 
‘with him ? Or fheuld you leave 
‘this world in your preient ftate, 
‘ what would your end be ?”” The 
anfwer was, * I do not know what 
‘my {tate is, nor what will be- 
come of me: 1 am in the hands 
“of God, who hath a right to and 
‘willdo with me as_ he pleafeth ; 
‘and I know he will do right.” 
Queflion, “ Do you think yourfelf 
‘a finner,and that you deicrve tobe 
‘forever feparated from God, and 
“ tobe madeeverlaftingly miferable ?” 
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Anfwer, “ Yes, 1 know I ama 
© finner and deferve eternal death ; 
and if God fhould caft me off 
“ forever, and make me everlafting- 
* ly miferable, I never fhould have 
‘any jut caufe to complain.” 

ucflion, “ Do you feel reconciled 
to the will of God : is it the j joy 
* of your heartthat the Lord reign- 

“eth ; and can you trult yourfelf 
in his hands, and leave it with 
‘him to do with you as he pleaf- 
eth 2?) Anfwer, “ It feems to 
©melcan. I know he does and 
“will doright.”” Quefion, * Do 
* you think you love God tor what 
© he isin himfelf 2? Anfwer, “ I 
*hope Ido.” Queftion, “ If God 
*fhould rejec& and caft you off 
§ forever, do you think you fhould 
€ fill love him ?”’ 
*fhould have the fame reafon to 
€ Jove him for what he is in him- 
‘felf, as I fhould if he fhould 
make me havpy, and it feems to 
* me I fhouldlove himthenas much 
“as Inow do.” Queffion, * Do 
* you feel willing to be eternally 
§ feparated from God, and banifh- 
ed his prefence forever?’ An- 
Jwer, “No, I do not ; but if [ 
6 fhould be, God would itill be, 
a jut and good being, for I de- 
*ferve his wrath forever. 

To anotherit was faid, “© Whe 
*Tafked you afew months ago, 
* what you though: would become 
‘of you, if you was then to die, 
* you told me you hoped it would 
*be well with you; but you did 
* not, at that time, give the reafon 
* of your hope ; what do you think 
* of yourfelf now ??) Anfwer, « I 
think, fir, if I had died when 
you {poke to me before, TI fhould 
* have been in mifery now; for I 
* then deceived myfelt ; but [hope 
* Tam not deceived now, andthink, 
‘if I thouldleave the world at this 
* time, [{hould go to reit.”” 
tion, “ But you fay you have been 
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‘ deceived, and what reafon have 
‘ you to believe your prefent hope 
‘is not that of the hypocrite, 
‘ which will fail you when God fhall 
€ takeaway the foul ?” Anfwer, “1 
‘have views and feelings now, 
‘which [ never had before. I 
* never had fuch views of God and 
‘Chrift and holinefs, as I now 
‘have: I never wifhed to enjoy 
* God and Chrift as I now do.” 
Queflion, “ Are you fo confident 
‘of your good eftate, as that you 
‘ are not afraid to dic?” Anfwer, 
“* Sometimes Iam, and fometimes 
‘Iam not, and fometimes I feel 
‘as if I withed I was dead.” 
Queftion, “ Do you ever feel a 
* willingnefs to leave your relations 
‘ and companions and friends, and 
‘now inthe days of your youth 
‘lie down in the cold and filent 
‘ grave 2”? Anfwer, “ Yes fome- 
‘times I do.” Queftion, “ But 
‘ whysdo you not feel fo at all 
Anfwer, * Sometimes 
‘I am afraid Ido not love Chrift 
‘in fincerity, and then I am afraid 
‘to die; but at other times, I have 
© fuch dems of Chrift, and he ap- 
‘pears fo glorious and lovely, 
‘that lL have a defiretobe gone, 
‘that [ might be with him, and 
‘ love him more and ferve him better, 
‘than I do, or can while’ live in 


' © this world.”’ 


To another, who exprefled a 
defire to profefs Chrift and com- 
mune at his table, it was faid, 
* Do you think yourfelf worthy 
“to come tothe table of the Lord?” 


|The anfwer was, “* No, I know 


‘Tam not; but the dogs eat of the 
* crumbs which fallfrom their maf- 
‘ters table, and this, fir, is what I 


'* wilh to bepermittedto do. I 


'¢ think it my duty to confefs Chritt 


* before men ; and as unworthy as 
‘Lam, I have a defire to commune 
‘ with him athis table”? ~ QDyeffion, 
* Do you feel a love. for holinefs, 
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‘a hungering and thirfting after 
‘ rightcoufnels, a relifh for and de- 
‘Jight in the duties of religion ?”” 
Anfwer, “ Yes, above any thing 
‘inthe world. I ufed to think I 
‘took pleafure in being in young 
‘company, in attending balls and 
‘other amufements 5 but I now 
‘ find more fatisfaction in reading 
‘ thebible, converfing upon religion, 
and attending religious duties, 
than in any thing elfe ; and have 
more pleafure in attending one 
religious meeting, than I ever 
took in all the balls I ever attend- 
ed. And altho’ I have read the 
bible through feveral times, I 
never open it now, but I find 
fomething new init, fomething 
‘I never faw before.” 

To another it was faid, * Do 
‘ you find by experiencethat Chrift’s 
‘ yoke is cafy, and his burden light ; 
‘ his ways pleafant, and his paths 
© peace?” Anfwer, “* Yes, and I 
‘ now believe there is no real happi- 
7 
‘ 
‘ 
S 





ee ee 


nefs inany other way, than in 
walking with God, and keeping 
hiscommandments. I have lived 
a number of years in the world, 
without God, and without attend- 
ingto the duties of religion, or 
prattifing godlinefs, and thentho’t 
myfelf happy ; but I never knew 
what happinefs was, until of late ; 
and have enjoyed more real happi- 
nefs, within a few months, or 
even wecks, than I ever enjoyed, 
in all my life before.” 

Another faid, * I never, until 
of late, knew what friendfhip 
meant ; I never loved and enjoy- 
edmy friends and acquaintance, as 
Inow do. I with to do them all 
the good I can, and want they 
fhould experience the power of 
godlinefs, and tafte and fee how 
good the Lord is. I lately atten- 


~“ me 


. en ee 2 
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ded public worfhip upon the fab- 
bath, in a neighboring town ; 
the minifler preached a very feri- 
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* ous and pood fermon, and appears 
‘ed to feel the importance of what 
‘he faid ; but many of the hearers, 
‘efpecially of the young people, 
‘ were very inattentive, and fome of 
* themveryrude. O,how did I with 
‘ fome word fpoken by the preacher, 
‘ might reach their confciences, and 
‘fome arrow prick their hearts, 
* check their levity, and makethem 
‘ ferious ! 'I'o fee a minifter, fpend- 
‘ing his ftrength for nought, and 
* young people trifling and playing 
‘ in the houfe of God, gaveme very 
‘ difagreeable feelings; and if my 
* heart does not deceive me, I wifh 
* all may be faved.” 

Another faid, “ In early life I 
* was thoughtful about religion, and 
* for many years paft, had a great 
‘ defire to profefs Chrift, and com- 
‘mune at his table. But doubts 
* and fears, refpecting my prepar- 
* ednefs for tranfactions fo folemn 
‘and important, always kept me 
‘back, until of late, when my 
‘ mind hath been foftrongly impref- 
‘fed with a fenfe of its being my 
‘duty, Icouldrefrain no longer. 
‘ I therefore publicly gave up my- 
‘ felf to God, and the fame day 
©‘ communed at the Lord’s table ; 
‘ but not without fearand trembling, 
® left I fhould eat and drink unwor- 
‘thily. The night following, as I 
‘Jay in bed, meditating upon what 
© 1 had done,cxamining myfelf, and 
‘praying to God, that he would 
‘lead me in the way everlafting, I 
© fuddenly had fuch manifeftations of 
* God and Chriftand fuch a time of 
‘ refrefhing as I never had before. 
‘It feemed as if I beheld heaven 
‘opened, and Chrift ftanding on 
‘ the right hand of God. Not that 
‘I faw any thing with my bodily 
‘ eyes, the whole wasmental. God 
‘ appeared glorious in holinefs, and 
‘ asanabfolute fovereign,and Chrift 
‘ anable and willing Saviour. My 
‘ heart appeared at once reconciled 
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* to God, and I feemed to have no 
* choice of my own, but wholly re- 
« fisnedto God ; and my will iwal- 
¢ lowed up in his will. Chriit ap- 
¢ peared both ableand willing tofave 
‘me, as unworthy as I was. I 
* now experienced fuch joy as I 
© never did before. 
© defcribe it to a friend in bed with 
‘me, but it was joy unfpeakably 
* great, joy unutterable. My whole 
* foul feemed to be fwallowed up in 
* viewing God and Chrift, without 
*refleAing I had, or ever thould 
* have anyintereft in eitherof them. 
‘ I rejoiced in God and rejoiced in 
¢ Chrift, on account of the glorious 
beauty and excellencies, which I 
faw inthem. From that moment, 
I have felt a fweet calmnefs and 
ferenity of mind. Ifcem to have 
no will of my own, but my will 
bowed to the will of God, in life 
and death, for time and for eterni- 
ty. I feel asif 1 could cheerful- 
ly leave myfelf, and all I have, 
with God, for him to do with me 
and them, as he thinks beft ; be- 
ing fully affured he will do right. 
if Lam finally faved, it will be of 
his fovereign mercy and grace, 
through the atonement of Chirift ; 
and if I am firally loft, God will 
be juft and good, and the faulty 
caufe of my perdition lie at my 
own door. This Lord’s day 
night, and the ravifhing views I 
then had, I fhall never forget ; 
and my daily praver is that 1 may 
have times of refrefhing from the 
prefence of the Lord ; and that I 
may be more conformed to God, 
in the temper of my mind, and 
have more of the Spirit of Chriit.”” 
Another faid, “* As I was walk- 
ing to the houfe’of God upon the 
fabbath, I faw a number of little 
werms, fwimming about in afmall 
brook 3; I ftopped and viewed 
them, and faid to myfelf, how in- 
nocent andhappy are cicle worms 
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‘ compared with fuch a finful wretch 
‘aslam. Theynever difhonored 
‘the God that made them, as [ 
‘have done. They never flighted 
‘ the Saviour, nor grieved the Ho- 
‘ ly Spirit of God, as I have done. 
‘ They never committed the fins I 
“have. O! how mean and vile I 
‘am! [ am meaner and viler 
“than the meaneft and moft con- 
“temptible worm. How wonder- 
‘ful and aftonifhing that God 
‘ fhould fuffer fuch an unworthy, 
* ill-deferving creature as lam to 
‘live in his world, to tread upon 
‘his earth,,cr breathe his air. I 
* deferved to have been fhut up in 
* helllong ee0, and yet Tam ftill a 
‘prifoncr of hope : Oh! the 
* goodnefs anc long-fuffering of 
‘God, and the ingratitude and 
* wickednefs of hardened finners!”’ 

I fhall now fubjoin a few ex- 
tracts from fome letters, fent to 
particular friends. ‘hey were not 
written with a view of being feen 
by any butthe perfons to whom 
they were addrefled. One writes 
thus, * Dear Friend, Do let me 
‘know how you do, and what 
* you are doing, I am more con 
‘cerned tor my friends now than 
ever; am more fond of their 
company and converfation; and 
yet at times, love retirement, 
and enjoy myfelf very well 
alone. How thankful fhould 
we be, that we are made rational 
creatures, capable of enjoying 
focial happinefs ? Do we confid- 
cr from whom we receive our 
bleflings, and the obligations we 
are under to hve devoted to the 
giver ? When we give to Ged 
the dew of ou vouth, he will be 
pleafed with the offering. A 
flower offered in the bud is an ace 
ceptable facrifice.” 

Again, the fame writes, “ Dear 
‘Friend, ‘The {pring is now opens 
ing, the fnow diffolving, the 
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‘ ftreams murmuring over the peb- 
‘bles, the Jambs fkipping in the 
¢ meadows, and the birds on the 
‘branches {training their little 
‘throats in melodious fongs ; all 
‘fpcak, in different ways, their 
‘ maker’s praife. Should not we, 
‘who are endowed with reafon, 
* join in praifing the creator ; even 
‘the mute creation would find a 
‘voice, and upbraid our filence. 
‘Let us in our youth attend to 
‘the one thing needful. Now is 
‘ the beft time to lay in ftore a good 
‘foundation again{t the time to 
‘come. It is written, remember 
now thy creator in the days of 
thy youth. And nowis the ac- 
cepted time. If you afk, what 
this world is, and what the plcaf- 
ures of it are ? I anfwer, vani- 
‘ty of vanities, all is. vanity. 
There is no real and fubftantial 
happinefs in the enjoyment of 
any thing this world affords. If 
your ideas of this world are the 
fame with mine, then 


“« Whilft the bufy croud, 

“ "The vain, the wealthy & the proud, 
“ In folly’s maze advance, 

‘* Tho’ fingularity and pride, 

“ Be call’d our let, 

* We'll ftep afide, 

“ Nor join the giddy dance.” 
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alone with one I love; for fo I 
call writing to a friend. What 
Me have we which thou- 
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parents to inftruét us, are taught 
to write, and thus to converfe 
with abfent friends. Let us im- 
prove our advantages and culti- 
vate our minds in early life. Do- 
ing this will render us dutiful 
children and faithful friends ; 
render the path through life pleaf- 
ing, and a  death-bed eafy. 
When I hear people complaining 
of their misfortunes and hard- 
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fhips, I often fay in my heart, 
alas, there is no caufe of com- 
plaint, but the higheft reafon for 
gratitude and praife. Nature is 
eloquent in praifing the creator. 

“ But nran alone intent to ftray, - 

“ Ever turns from -wifdom’s way. 
Until you fee me, do think of 
me or think of fomething better. 
Adieu.”’ 

Another writes thus. “ Dear 
friend, I now fit down to tell 
you what hath taken place withme 
this prefent week. On Wednef- 
day evening, I was thoughtful 
and very ferious, and after atten- 
tively liftening to fome religious 
converfation between two friends, 
Tretiredto reft,with my mind deep- 
ly impreffed, and lay fometime 
in bed, wetting my pillow with 
tears. This was not the firft 
time, my mind hath been fix- 
edon, and my thoughts fwallow- 
ed up with things of another 
world ; and I have fonictimes 
entertained a hope, i experien- 
ced the power of godlinefs in my 
childhood. ut now ona fud- 
den, my fins were fet in order 
befure me and fecmed to {tire me 
in the face; and my cheart was 
fo pricked I could not he ftill. 
I ufed to think, Ihada defire to 
embrice Chrift, and partake of 
gofpel bleffings. But I now ex- 
perienced views and feelings, 
fuch as [never did before ; and 
was afraid to clofe my eyes in 
feep ; for I thought nothing 
kept me from the pit of endlefs 
perdition, but the flender and 
brittle thread of life. What fhall 
I do? was now the language of 
my heart. If the righteous are 
fearcely faved, where thall the 
ungodly and the finner appear ! 
If I attempted to pray, thefe 
words were in my mind, the 
prayer of the wicked is abomina- 
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“tion tothe Lord. I then faid to 
‘ myfelf, what can I, or what hall 
‘Ido? I am wretched, and 
‘wretched I muft be. I deferve 
* nothing but the frowns and wrath 
‘of the Almighty. Better would 
* it have been for me, if I had not 
“been born. At this time, my 
‘views, exercifes, and feelings 
‘ were fuch as I cannot exprefs ; 
* they were fuch as I never had be- 
‘fore. But at this moment, my 
* heart breathed out the prayer of 
* the publican, who thought him- 
‘ felf unworthy to lift up fo much 
‘as hiseyes to heaven ; God be 
* mercifulto mea finner. Imme- 
‘ diately upon this, I appeared to 
* myfelf, to be loft, for a fhort 
w‘ {pace ; I believe it was not more 
y than a minute or two, but 1 do 
‘not know how long it was, nor 
‘what paffed, during a time, for 
‘ whether I was in the body or out 
*Icannot tell. But as foon as I 
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* came to myfelf, 1 did from my 
‘heart, give up my myfelf, both 
‘foul and body, to him who gave 
‘me being.* After I had thus 
*‘ given myfelf up to God, being 
‘much fatigued, and having had 
‘but very little fleep, fince Mon- 
‘day night, I tell afleep; and 
‘when I awoke, found my mind 
‘ more at eafe, than it was before. 
‘ But I feemed to myfelf, to be a 
“new creature. I could not tell 
‘how I was altered, but I tho’t, 
‘furely Iam not the fame perfon 
*Tufedto be. Inthe forenoon cf 
* Thurffay, while I was about my 
“ common domettic concerns, ma- 
* ny tears fell from my eyes ; not 
* becaufe I was concerned about 
‘the falvauion of my own foul; 
‘but, O ! the goodnefs of God ! 
“In the afternoon, I attended a 





*« Torrents of erief can ne’er repay, 
“ The debt of love I owe ; 

© Here, Lord, 1 give myfelf te thee, 
* “Lis all that I can do.” 
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‘ facramental lefture ; and heard a 
‘fermon from thefe words, Fe 
‘ fus, when he had cried again with 
‘aloud voice, yielded up the Ghoft. 
‘ The words of the text, affected 
‘ my heart, and the fermon feemed 
‘todo my foul good. He died 
‘for finners! Happy are thofe 
‘ that truft in him! In the eve- 
‘ning I attended a religious meet- 
ing; and whatI heard, was to 
‘me, as cold water to a thirfty 
foul. During moft of the day, 
I had by turns doubts and fears 
refpecting my future ftate. But 
at night, felt as if I could truft 
myfelf in the hands of God, and 
having committed myfelf to his 
keeping, gave myfelf to fleep, 
faying, I will both lay me down 
in peace and fleep ; for thou 
Lord makeft me to dwell in 
fafety. Ifpent moft of the fore- 
part of Friday in reading and wri- 
ting, and in the afternoon, be- 
gan to entertain a hope I had 
{cen and been with Jefus, who 
hath faid, thofe that feek meearly 
fhall find me. ‘To-day, viz. Sat- 
urday, my hope is ftrong ; and J 
believe, if God ever did pour 
his Spirit into my heart, he did 
it laft Wednefday evening. But 
at that time I thought of no fuch 
‘thing. My prayer now is, that 
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'* God, for Jefus’ fake would pour 


‘out his Spirit upon all flefh.” 

{n narrating the preceding con- 
verfations aud extracts, the narra- 
tor, hath not confined, himfelt 
wholly to the modes of expref- 
fion, and forms of fpeech made 
ufe of by the fpeakers and writers; 
but hath endeavored to retain the 
true fenfe and meaning of every 
particular fentence, and as far as 
he could confiftently with rules of 
propriety, hath confined himfelf to 
the original words and phrafes. 

During the ume the awakening 
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and ceremoniows vilits, were gene- 
rally difcontinued ; and the ball- 
room fo far unoccupied, that the 
mufician feared his craft was in 
danger, and his hopes of gain were 
gone. And in thofe days, the 
word of the Lord, both read and 
preached, wasprecious. In fome 
houfes, where the bible was kept 
heretofore ufelefs in the book-cafe 
it might now be feen, lying in the 
moft convenient places, for frequent 
ufe. To many it appeared anew 
book, whenever they opened it 
they always found fomething new 
in it, fomething they had never 
feen, or never attended to before ; 
and preaching appeared new to ma- 
ny ; yea, the o/d {crmons they had 
heard before, were new, and they 
were ready to imagine they never 
heard fuch excellent fermons be- 
fore. 

Although much time was fpent 
in religious exercifes, fuch as read- 
ing, attending letures, and other 
religious meetings, yet in fuch a 
manner did thofe who were ferious 
economife and redeem time that 
it was believed by unbiaffed and 
candid obfervers, that worldly bu- 


fincfs did not fuffer by means of” 


the religious attention. 

A good number of families who 
had always lived without calling 
upon God either morning or even- 
ing, are now devout worfhippers. 

To fee or hear of fuch revivals 
of religion and times of reforma- 
tion, muft refrefh and gladden the 
hearts of all the godly ; and ex- 
cite the children of Zion, while 
they rejoice in their king, and in 
the profperity of his kingdom, to 
pray without ceafing, that he would 
haften the time, even the fet time 
for the accomplithment of all thofe 
glorious things fpoken of in proph- 
ecy, concerning the enlargement, 
peace, profperity and glory of 
Chriftianity. When the enemy 
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fhall come in like a flood, the fpirit 
of the Lord fhall fet up a ftand- 
ard againft him ; but for this he 
will be enquired of by the houfe 
of Ifrael. And withwhat freedom 
and importunity may God’s fpirit- 
ual Ifrael addrefs the throne of 
grace for fo rich a bleffing! Thus 
faith the holy one of Ifrael and 
his maker, “ a/k of me concerning 
‘my fons, and concerning the 
“work of my hands, command ye 
‘me.” Nor did he ever fay to 
the feed of Jacob, “ feek ye me 
‘in vain.” 

“ He frees the fouls condemn’d to death, 

“ And whey his faists compiain, 


Tt fhan’t be faid that praying breath, 
“ Was ever {pent in vain.” 


He that: fhall come, faith, be. 
hold I come qvsickly. Amen, 
even fo come, Lord Jefus ! 

Iam, Gentlemen, with confid- 

erations of high efteem, 
yours, &c. 
Simon WaTERMAN. 

Plymouth, (Con.) Feb. 1, 1801. 





Admonitions from the Death-Bed. 
NUMBER If. 
ie my early life, I was witnefs 


to an extraordinary inftance of 
clear views and triumphing joy 
and hope in a dying perfon- I 
was then fo young that I cannot 
diftinétly recolle& the defcriptions 
which he gave of his faith and 
hopes, but remember the deep im- 
prefions they made on my own 
mind ; and I was thereby led to 
refleé&t much on the evidence in fa- 
vor of truth and religion which 
may be collected from the views, 
the hopes and the fears of thofe 
who feel their near approach to the 
eternal world. This determined 
me, at the commencement of my 
miniftry, to note in my diary, ex- 
traordinary inftances of conviction, 
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fear, or joy which I fhould ob- 
ferve in the clofe of life. ‘The re- 
fult has been fomewhat different 
from the fanguine opinions of my 
youth ; for I was then ready to 
conclude that men’s eternal {tate 
might always be determined from 
their apprehenfions on the known 
approach of death. Since that 
time, I have feen a few infltanccs 
of moft hardened ftupidity, and 
fouls departing without any fenfe 
of fin, guilt and an approaching 
judgment; but thefe were perfons 
who had either been notorious for 
erimes, or who, governed by a de- 
teftable avarice, had maintained 
fome vifible decency of conduct, 
that under this difguife they might 
make the unwarytheirprey. I have 
alfo feen a few, for whom I hada 
charitable hope, departing in dark- 
nefs. Many have I feen clofe 
their time of trial either in a ftate 
of delirium, or f{tupified by difeafe 
and medicine, fo as to have little 
knowledge of what pafied between 
the firft attack of pain and their ap- 
pearance atthe bar of God. Such 
ynftances as thefe are a folemn 
warning net to poftpone onr prepa- 
ration for another world to the 
time of fickncfs and death. 

But altho there may be many 


fuch cafes,in which the fcene of 


death prefents nothing but ftupidi- 
ty or diftraction ; 1 yet believe 
that the fiate of men’s minds at 
that houris often fuch as affords a 
folemn and weighty argument for 
the reality and importance of re- 
figion and divine trath. Then the 
appetites are cooled s;—then the 
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| a fimilar fituation, they would not 
| fail to tremble for their own ftate. 
| Under thefe impreflions, and with 
| a love for the fouls of men, I fhalk 
| occafionally fele& from the notes 
| I have preferved, and communi- 
cate an account of fundry per- 
fons whofe {tate of mind, in 
the profpect of death, deeply im- 
| prefled me, and from which I col- 
| le€ted much evidence for the reali- 
ity of truths, which are doubted 
by fome in this day of {cepticifm. 

The firft inftance which I fhall 

relate was my laft interview with 
an aged and dying Chriftian Minif- 
iter. This good man had _pafled 
a long life in a faithful difcharge 
of the duties of his miniftry. 
Wherever known he was loved 
| and refpeéted ; and among the fe- 
rious people of his own charge, 
and the neighboring churches, he 
was almoft venerated. His con- 
verfation was exemplary ; his heart 
affectionate and pious ; his preach- 
ing wason the great doctrines of 
the gofpel—the wifdom and holi- 
nefs of God in the redemption of 
finners—the excellency and fufh- 
ciency of a crucified Jefus—and 
the nature and neceflity of Chrif 
tian holinefs. 

By particular requett, I repeated 
avifit to this good man near the 
clofe of his life. On entering his 
room he faid, “I have fent for 
you, to tell you how great a finner 
may truft and even rejoice in the 
fovereign mercy of God, and alfo 
to charge you to be a faithful min- 
ifter of Chrift.”” Afterwards, as 
| he found itrength and opportunity, 





world and all its pleafures and in- | he faid nearly the following things. 
terefts appear in their true light ;—- |“ You behold in me one of the 
then the mind folemmly pautes and | greatelt of finners ; and if divine 
confiders, and confideration is moft | fovercignty had not prevented, ac- 
favorable to rational and fiacere | cording to my abilities to do evil, 
conviction. If many, who be- | I fhould have been the very great- 
hold fuch feenes with {tupidity, did | ef. God placed me under the 
but fecl that they muft foon be in | reftraints of his providence, and I 
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fometimes hope of his grace, in 
my early youth. But how unwor- 
thy have I been! How little have 

I done for the glory of God! 
What a ftupid heart I have had ! 
I wonder how I have been able to 
hope withfo many imperfections and 
fins as have been crouded into my 
life ; but ftill I feel myfeir ftrangely 
drawn totruftand rejoicein freemer- 
cy. lam more thaneveramazedat 
free e grace ! T muftalfo love that jul- 
tice whichcondemns me. Eteinity 
will be fhort cnough to praife the 
juftice and the free grace which are 
now my only fupport.-—Oh, how 
deficient I have been in my minif- 
try, and how feebly I have prefled 
truth on the heart: and confcien- 
ces of finners! Now I can only 
pray for them, and at times God 
bath given me a precious freedom 
in this duty.” 

On hearing thefe expreflions of 
unworthinefs, from one who had 
been fo faithful in his  miniftry, and 
fuch an example of piety, I wa 
confounded. My ‘hort experience 
in the minifterial life, and in Chrif- 
tian knowledge, did not enable me 
7) giv e an anfwer ; norhad [then 
» juft conception what a deep 
fcnfe of fin and unworthinefs is 
found in thofe who excel molt in 
true godlinefs. Efe then added, 





charge you to se faithful to God 
and to the fouls of men. JT am 
going, but you may yet live many 
years ; and you cannot conceive, 
until a pro {pect of death affits you, 


how folemn an account minifters of 


the g¢ pel will have to give, of the 
people of their charge. If a 
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69 
the importance of your work. 
You will have many temptations, 
but never ceafe praying to Ged to 
difecver them, 2rd to ftrengthen 
you. Let not the fear of man en. 
tice you to difguife the truth; for 
many have been caught in that 
fnare. - You will be faithful to de- 
clare the whole truth no longer 
than you fear God more than man, 
and can sh tn him to protect you 
apaintt thofe who will be your en- 
emics for the truth’sfake. For- 
get yourtelf in doing God’s fer. 
vice. Look on me and remember 
what it will bc to die. In fachan 
houras this, you will find no ex- 
cule fora want of faihfulaefs ; 
nor can you die in peace without 
fome degree of your mafter’s pref- 
ence. Preach the doétrines of 
grace in fuch a manner as to fhow 
the nature and neceflity of holinefs. 
Thofe precious doétrines which I 
have feebly taught are now my only 
fupport. “A Saviour of infinite ho- 


dinefs is truly worth having, for 


he hath merit 3 he can cleanfe his 


| people, and it will be bleffednefs 


enough to behold and ferve him.” 
After feveral ftops, through 
fi , t i a3 , 
pain and weaknels, he added; 
“ The people with whom I have 
lived lie keavy on my heart. Some 


of them I hope to meet in that 
But my principal defire was to ' 


glory, which [ cannot but hope 
God will give tome, the moft un- 


' deferving of all finners , but too 


many of them have oppofed thofe 


‘peculiar doétrines of the gofpel 
/ which I now find by experience 


| dying finner. 


world of carthly things were com- | 
mitted to your charge, it would | 


comparative ly be nothing * but it 
is fouls—immortal fouls, which 
mutt be happy or miferable forever. 


If you can conceive the worth of 


pne foul, it will help you to fecl 


are the only ground of hope fora 
Oh, how I am pain- 
ed at my heart for thefe people ! I 
charge you, my ygung brother, 
W hen you may occafionally be with 
them, to catry this my dying tefti- 
mony to their cars, and aflure them, 
that thofe who do not believe in 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and live 
in all holy converfation and godli- 





























































































































































nefs, cannot be faved. But all, 
firength fails me.” In a hort 
time after, this faithful fervant of 
Chrift was received to the reward 
of his labors. 

This fcene deeply imprefled my 
mind witha fenfe, how folemn the 
appearance of a Chriftan minitter 
muft be before the tribunal of his 
Lord and Mafter, and what it will 
be to anfwer for fouls. To every 
minifter of religion the Lord fays, 
“ Son of man, I have made thee a 
avatchman unto the houfe of Ifracl. 
When I fay unto the wicked, thox 


Sfoalt furely die 3 and thou give? dim 


not warnng, nor jpeake/t to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, 
to fave his life 3 the fame wicked 
man foal! die in bis iniquity 3 
b2t bis blood will I require at thine 
band.” To every Chriftian min- 
after a diipenfation of the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift is committed. 

I have made this communica- 
tion, hoping that it may be feriouf- 
ly read, and that all to whom it 
appertains may enter into a frefh 
and folemn enquiry iato their faith- 
fulnefs to Chrift and the fouls of 
men. Such ought to enquire, 
with mich prayer, Whether they 
preach the gofpel with all plain- 
nefs and power, as it was taught by 
Chrift and his Apoftles ?- Wheth- 
er, unbiaffed by prejudice and the 
fear of men, they declare the whole 
counfel of God ? Whether they 
genounce the terrors of the law to 
ai! ungodly ones, and apply the 
goipel encouragements only on 
thofe ftrict terms of renovation by 
the grace of God, faith, repen- 
tance, and a holy lite to which all 
the promifes are limited 2? Wheth- 
er they have been willing to fpend 
and be {pent in the fervice of the 
church ? Whether they have re- 
commended religion by their ex- 
ample, while they exhorted Chrif- 
tians to godliacls aad a pure life, 
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and finners to repentance ? And fi. 
nally, Whether on a dying bed they 
could fay, “ Wherefore I take you 
to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men: For I 
have not fhunned to declare unto 
you all the counfel of God.” 
PRESBUTEROS. 
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fy pear Maria, 
Y OU give me inexprefhiblepleaf- 

ure in the information, that 
you arein fome degree awakened 
to the importance of the falvation 
of immortal fouls. Angels defire 
to look into the glorious myftery. 
It ought to be the joy of a fallen 
world ; butalas! how few are fen- 
fible of its excellence ? A happy 
few fee and feel its importance, 
and rejoice that the power, and 
glory of God are manifefted, and 
that the incarnation of Deity, will 
be the joy of all holy beings, and 
their praife, throughout a never- 
ending and ever-bleffed eternity. 

Religion is adivine principle, 
influencing the whole moral con- 
du&t ; its fimple and determinate 
fenfe is love to God, and good 
willto mankind. This is the fum 
of all religion ; without it, vain 
were the oblations of the Jewith 
Church, vain are the ceremonials 
of Chriftians ! 

The love of God is that fenti- 
ment of reverence and of grati- 
tude which ought to arife in every 
mind, when reflecting en one Su- 
preme beneficent power, who isthe 
imediate author of all good, and the 
foundationof all perfection. Love- 
ly is early piety, and precious are 
the promifes annexed to it. Your 
heavenly Father can make the out- 
goings of the morning and even- 
ing to rejoice ; he can irradiate ev- 
ery fcene, and cheer you witha 
fenfe of his ever-bleffed prefence ; 
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he can brighten the funfhine of prof- 
perity, and perfume with {weet in- 
cenfe the facrifices made to virtue. 
You wifh to know, my dear 
young friend, if religion is not 
a melancholy fervice ? Afk thofe 
who love their God, if they would 
exchange even the tears of repent- 
ance forall the noify mirth of fools ? 
Afk them, when they approach 
his prefence with fweet and hum- 
ble confidence, and are fenfible of 
near and intimate communion with 
him, if a world would not be bought 
too dear, if they fhould barter 


tion ? What are the feelings of a 
repenting finner, when viewing the 
love of God to a fallen wotld ? 
Exaétly fuited to every wifh of an 
enlightened foul is an offered Sa- 
viour. It wants nothing elfe. 
Upon the bleffed terms of the gof- 
pel it defires to receive him; and 
chiefly becaufe the glory is all his 
own ; and, as it fecures the hon- 
or of the divine government ; and 
humbles tlre creature, fweetly bends 
his ftubborn will, and brings every 
power and faculty of the foul into 
fubmifhon to that will, om which 
hangs the bleffednefs of the uni- 
verfe. How fafe, how fecure is 
that happy foul, which renouncing 
every dependence on itfelf, on its 
own miferable attainments, can reft 
on the perfeét, immaculate right- 
coufnefs of God himfelf ? For De- 
ity became incarnate, and as the 
finner’s fubftitute performed every 
jot and tittle of the law, and even 
rendered it more honorable. ‘There 

fore when confcicnceaccufes, when 
that Jaw denounces its curfes, the 
finner may plead what Jcfus has 
done and ftuffered on carth, and 
what he is now doing in heaven ; 
and may r¢/? on that blefied foun- 
dation, a foundation fecure as the 
perfections of an ever-living God. 


MATILDA. 
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Report of the Truftces of the Mif- 
Sfonary Society of Connedicut. 


(Continued from p. 36.) 


HE Truftees congratulate 

the Society on the flourifh- 

ing fituation of their funds and the 
increafing liberality with which the 
people of the ftate contribute to 
the fupport of miffions. From the 
lift of the contributions in the fev- 
ral parifhes in the ftate cn the firft 
fabbath of May Jaft, herewith 


| tranfmitted, the Society will ob- 


| ferve that they amount to a very 
their joys for all it holds in eftima- | 


confiderable fum more than in zny 
preceding year. This is a moft 
pleafing circumftance as it fhows 
that the people of the ftate are dif- 
pofedto aid the Miffionary Society, 
in their exertions to advance the 
caufe of truth and piety. Itis al- 
fo a curcumftance which fhould 
call forth emotions of gratitude to 
that God, who hasthe hearts of all 
men at his difpofal,and from whofe 
fpirit it proceeds that any are led 
to exercife pity and compaflion to- 
wards their fuffering fellow-men, 
and to contribute of their earthly 
fubftance to the relief of thofe lefs 
favored than themfelves. 

From the Treafurer’s account 
of receipts and expenditures fince 
the publication of the narrative 
laft winter, together with the ftate- 
ment fubjoined to the narrative, it 
willbe feen that within the paftyear 
feveral donations have been made 
to the Society, that a confiderable 
fum has been contributed in the 
new fettlements and paid to the 
Miffionaries, and that the perma- 
nent fund is increafing, having a- 
mounted to upwards of 1200 dol- 
lars. To this fund a large addi- 
tion is expected to be made within 
2 few months from the profits of 

he Conneéticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, the Truftees having been m- 


formed by the Editors of faid Mag- 


¢ ier 
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azine that the profits for the firft 
year, prov ided punctual payment 
is made, will probably exceed 
1500 dollars. This fum added to 
that now on hand wil] make the 
permanent fund upwards of 2700 


dollars. The Truees are aifo 
informed that the Rev. Deoétor 


Dwight propofe sto give to the So- 
ciety, in aid to the eft. abit ifhment of 
a permanent fund, twenty dollars 
on every thoufand copies of the 
Pfalm-book, now publifhing by 
him, which fhall be fold. 


rv 
ie 
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Legiflature, at their laft feffion, 


which was granted, anda refolve 
afied authorizing contributions 
for three years. 

With a view of further promo- 
ting the defigns of the Society, the 
Truafteces have openeda correfpond- 
ence with feveral Miflionary Soci- 
etics in Europe and America 3 one 
particular object of which corref- 
pondence, as refpects the Socie- 
tiesin the United States, is to a- 


| dopt meafures in concurrence with 


| 


money which may be expected to | 


arife from this fo urce, together with 
the profits of the Conneéticut 
Evange fi ical M: age ‘ZINC, fh ould ehe 
work continue to be publithcd with 

the prefent number of fubferibers, 
andother donations will, it shoped, 
in a few years, increafe the fund 
to arefpcé Gable amount. 

With a view cf further increaf- 
ing the permanent fund the Truf- 
teeshave diredicd that all donations 
which have been or may hereafter 
be made tothe Society, exclufive- 
ly of the annual contributions of 
the people of the State, be appro- 
priated to the efiablifiment of a 
permanent fund, where not other- 
wife efpecially appropriated by the 
donors ; and that the intereft of 
the permancat fund be added to 
the principal, until otherwife or- 
dered by the Board. 

The time having elapfed for 
which contributions were granted 
by arefolve of the General Affem- 
bly of the State pafledin the year 
1798, the Truliees in con} li- 
ance with the sth article of the 
Conftitution of the Socicty, which 


them to prevent a difproportionate 
Mifiicnarics being fent 
to the fame part of the country. 

Anfwers to their letters have not 
yet been received except from the 

Soci tety for propagating the gofpel, 
eflablifhed at Botton. That Soci- 


ety employs feveral Muihonaries 


© 'y 


nun aocr Va 


| among afew fimall tribes of Indians 


| fetts, 


till left in the State of Maffachu- 
and among the ncw fettle- 


| . : é 
ments inthe Province of Maine. 


c ) 
coatidcrable tine to 


directs them to * adopt fuch meaf- | 


ures, from time to time, for raif- 


ing funds, as they fhall judge to | 


_- q 
| taht 7) 


be expedient,” thought it their du- 
ty to apply fot a renew of the 
grant. ‘They accordingly prefen- 
ted a memorial to the Sonorabl 


Their Miffionaries will not inter- 
fere with thefe fent out from this 
State. 

The Trufiees continue to re- 
ceive letters from various parts 1 
the States of New-York and Ver- 
mont, exprefling the gratitude of 
the inhabitants to the Mifhonary 
Society and people of Conneéticut, 
for their generous exertions to fa- 
vour them with the preaching of 
the gofpel and the daminiftration 
of Chriftian ordinances. ‘hey 
mention that their f{eattered fitua- 
tion and other curcumitances pe- 
culiar to new fettlements, will ne- 
ccilanly render them unable for a 
futtle a com- 
petent number of miniflers among 


them. They therefore folicit the 


_fuither exeruons of the fociety on 


chalf. The Truftees have 
thought it proper again to prefent 
an addrefs to the hs ants of the 


new fettlements, in which they 
have called up their atzcntion td 
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the fubject_of athfting in the fup- 
port of Miffionaries “by contribu- 
tions among themfel¥es fo far as 
their circumftanc es {hall permit. 

Having piven this detail of their 
oroceédings, the Truftées clofe 
their report by commending the 
important concerns of the Society 
to Almighty God, praying that he 
would appear to build up Zion, 
and fill the earth with righteouf- 
nefs and peace. 


In the name of the Truftees, 
ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 


Hartford, June roth, 1801. 


Mess’xs. Epirors, 
Ts THLE following is a narration 
of the hopeful converfion of 

. young perfon in the 24th year of 
hi is age, in one of the late reli- 
cious revivals, in New-England. 
It was written by himfelf, without 
any idea of its ever appearing in 
public. If itis thought it will be 
for the fpiritual edification of your 
readers, you are at liberty to put 
it into the Magazine, you have it 
in the original, unftudied fimplici- 
ty of the author’s own words, as 
follows : 

“ T had fome ferious impref- 
fions, when I was about ten, or 
twelve years old; but was in gene- 
“| carelefs, and thoughtlefs. My 

-ntion was in fome meafure, cal- 

up again when I was about fif- 

i; but I foon grew ftupid, and 
lived, for the moft part, as the | 

rid in general do, until I was | 
‘oout twenty-two, when my at- 
toutton was in a confiderable man- 
ner called up to the important 
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things of eternity. IY faw that I 
was expofed to hell, that’ I had’ 
Seen a finner, and that I had lived’ | 
a wicked life. I thought I mult | 
ry to mend my ways by breaking | 
vif from all my evil conduc. [| 
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endeavorred to build up a right- 
eoufnefs of my cwn; but was fi- 
nally convinced that I could not 
recommend myfelf to the favor 
of God. This caufed me great 
diftrefs. But my convictions grad- 
ually decreafed, and I became 
fomewhat thoughtlcfs concerning 
future ftate, for about a year, 
when my eyes were in fome meaf- 
ure opéned to fee on what founda- 
tion I was ftanding. I again tri- 
cd to do fomething to help myfelf. 
I was careful to attend religious 
meetings, and to read the bible ; 
and often retired in fecret to pray. 
But I found I was not fincere ia 
my pretended duties ; but that my 
heart was in oppofition to the very 
things I afked for ; that I had no 
defire for any thing that was good, 
but that my heart was full of ini- 
quity, that every thing that I did 
was all felf. It appeared to me 
that I was in the hand of a fove- 
reign God, and that he would do 
with me ashe pleafed. I faw that 
Iwas juftly condemned to hell. 
That it was nothing but the abu- 
fed patience of God, that kept me 
from deftruétion. I faw that my 
own weight was more than enough 
to carry me down, as foonas God 
withdrew his fupporting hand. 
Time appeared to me exceeding 
fhort. Eternity feemed to be at 
the door. I tried every way to 
do fomething towards preparing 
for the fcenes that were before me, 
but found that I lay at the mere 
mercy of God ; and all the curfes 
of his word were out againft me. 
I was condemned by God, and 
man.’ It feemed to me that I was 
a burden to allcreation. I faw 
my danger to be awful ! I was at 
| times filled with oreat diftrefs, hav- 
ing a guilty coaliion and a ftub- 
| born will, I faw.that my will 
barred me from good ; and that 
it was fo ftubborn that nothing but 
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almighty power could bow it. I 
Yometimes thought that I had fin- 
ned away the day of grace, and 
that there was no mercy for me. 
I had at times fuch a fenfe of the 
difmal condition of thofe, that 
fhould fall under the wrath of 
God, and the wrath of God ap- 
peared fo terrible, that it feemed 
as if i could not endure the fight. 
I had at times fuch a fenfe of the 
immediate prefence of God, that 
itwould take away my ftrength. I 
felt that he faw my heart, and I 
could not get out of his prefence, 
but his all-feeingeye was upon me. 
I faw that the prefence of Cod 
would be hell to me. I could 
not bear the fight of his children : 
Thated the fight of ali that loved 
God. Ifeldom faw a beaft, or 
any kind of creature, but that I 
longed to be intheir place. I faw 
I ought immediately to repent, 
and believe the gofpel. it feemed 
to me that I ought to fuffer eternal 
punifhment for not that moment 
accepting of offercd mercy. I 
now faw and felt that all 1 had 
done was nothing, and worfe than 
wothing : that I prew more ftub- 
born and chofe the way to hell. 
And though I could not bear the 
thought of being in the hands ofa 
fovercign God, yet it feemed to 
me that all the hope I had, was 
in the fovereignty of God, and 
eleciiod. 

{faw I fhould never come of 
myiclt, my will was fuch, but if 
ever Twas faved it muft be of the 
inere mercy of God; yet F could 
not cndure the thought of accepting 
ot mercy asa free gift. I felt fo 
proud end ilubborn, that I could 
not be willing to come down at the 


teetof Jefus. But it pleafed God 


as I hope to bow this {tubborn and 
rebellous will ;-ard to give me 
{weet retignation to his divine will. 

I though: then that I could re- 
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joice that the Lord reigned ; that 
{ was in his hand, asthe clay was 
in the hand of the potter. It 
feemed to me that the defire of my 
foul was that God might be glori- 
fied, and his kingdom built up. 
I now faw great beauty in the way 
of falvation by Chrift, as it was fo 
calculated to humble the creature, 
in the duit before God. I thought 
I could rejoice to be nothing, 
that God might be all. This 
world appeared like God’s world, 
and every thing in it fpake forth 
his praife. I now thought I lov- 
ed his word, and his image where- 
ever I faw it; and rejoiced that 
God would bring me into judge- 
ment, and that I fhould be judged 
according to the deeds done in the 
body. I fecl at times great pity, 
for thofe that are out of Chrift, to 
fee them going on to deftruction, 
many of them without concern. 
But I think it % a comfort that 
they are in the hands of God, 
and that I amin his hands, and at 
his difpofal who hath irfinite wif- 
dom, and cannot do other ways 
than right.” 





QUESTIONS. 


Mess’rs. Epitrors, 
.. one important object o: 

your ufeful Magazine is “ ex- 
pofitions of difficult or doubtful 
paflages of fcripture,” one of your 
readers defires an anfwer to the 
following queltions, on the proph- 
ecy, Ifaiah xlix. 22, 23. “ Thus 
faith the Lord God, behold, | 
will lift upmy bandto the Gentiles, 
and fet up my ftandard to the peo- 
ple : and they fhall bring thy fons 
in their arms, and thy daughters 
{hall be carried upon their fhould- 
ers. And Kings fhall be thy nur- 
ing fathers, and their Queens thy 
ourfing mothers : they fhall bow 





down to thee with their face to-- 











1801.} 


wards the earth, and lick up the 
duft of thy feet; and thou fhalt 
know that I amthe Lord : for they 
fhall not be afhamed that wait for 


np»? 
Ce 


Duet. if. Doesnot this proph- 
ecy pointedly refpect the times of 
the moft pure ftate of the Chrif- 
tizn Church, on earth ? 

2d. Does it not pointedly prom- 
fe, that, in thofe happy times, 
kings, or civil rulers and their 
queens fhall be nurfing parents of 
the Chriftian church, being them- 
felves examples of evangelical pie- 
ty, and fought for, among other 
qualifications, on that account ? 

3d. In what fenfe is it to be un- | 
deritood, that kings or civil rulers 
fhall then be nurfing fathers of the 
church ? A. B. 





Religious Intelligence. 


Extra from the proceedings of the 
General Affembly of the Prefby- 
terian Church, in the United | 
States of America, at their feffion 
May 1801. 


“ The Affembly having heard a 
circumftantial narrative, from al- 
moft every one of its membcrs, on 
the ftate of religion in his own 
charge, and in other places to 
which his obfcrvation hadextended, 
are of opinion, that in general the 
caufe of religion has been progref- 
five, and in fome places eminently 
fo. In fome places infidelity does 
not aflume that bold and threaten- 
ing afpect which it did for fome 
years paft, but feems to be in fome 
meafure abafhed and difpofed to re- 
wre into its former ftate of con- 
cealment. In fome__ inftances 
avowed and inyetcrate enemies to 
Chriftianity have been remarkably 
eenverted, and have become, to 
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all appcarance, fincere and livley 
Chriftians. 

“From many of their churches 
the General Affembly have heard 
the moft pleafing accounts of the 
{tate of vital piety. Revivals, of a 
more or lefs general nature, have 
taken place in many parts, and mul- 
titudes have been added to the 
church. Inthe northern and eaf- 
tern Prefbyteries, there appears, in 
feveral congregations, a ferious at- 
tention to the great things of reli- 
gion ; and its interefts appear evi- 
dently to be advancing. In feveral 
of their churches, times of refre/b- 
ing from the prefence of the Lord 
have been experienced. Sinners 
have been brought to repentance, 
and faints have been comforted and 


| edified. And thefe pleafing ap- 


pearances in fome inftances full 
continue. From the weft the Af- 
fembly have received intelligence 
of the moft interefting nature. 
On the borders of Kentucky and 
Tenneffee, the influences of the 
fpirit of God feem to have been 
manifeftedin a very extraordinary 
manner. Many circumftances at- 
tending this work are unufual : 
Andthough itis probable that fome 
irregularities may have taken place ; 
yet, from the information which 
the Affembly have received, they 
cannot but exceedingly rejoice in 
the abundant evidence given them, 
that God has vifited that people, 
and poured out his fpirit remarka- 
bly upon them. 

“Inthe middle and fouthern 
Prefbyteries appearances are not fo 
encouraging. For though in fome 
of their churches religion flourifh- 
es, yet in many others, the wife 
and foolifh virgins are flumbering 
together ; iniquity abounds and 
the love of many waxescold. Ig- 
norance, vice and infidelity do, in 
many parts of our country, {till 
prevail. 





adr 
fee 
< 


*0 ivriieugus 

“ The new fettiements on our 
frontiers appear very defirous to 
have the gofpel pre 
hem, and our Miffionaries who 
have vifited them do not appear to 
have labored without fuccefs. 
Good impretlions have, not unfre- 
quently, been made, and churches 


are rapidly forming, which will | 


foon need fettled pattors. 

“ The intelligence which tue 
Affembly have received from the 
Heathen tribes is very pieafing,viz. 

“« That there isamong{t them a 
willingnefs, yeaan ardent defire, to 


Their prejudices feerm to be remo- 
ved, and many important obftacles 
are furmounted. Some of their 
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ached among | have felt theimportan 
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ce of religion, 
and have been mourning and con- 
fefling their fins and the fins of the 
people ; and pleading that a prayer- 
hearing and fin-pardoning God 
would, of his infirite fovereign 
mercy appear for us, and give us 
hearts to break off our fins by right- 
eoufnefs, and our iniquities by tur- 
ning to God. And, forever praif- 
ed be his name! We hope God 
has heard their groanings and an- 


| fwered their defires in a Cegree. 
bave the gofpel preached to them: | 


chief men have offered to commit | 


their fons to Prefbyterics and Mif- 
fionary Societies, inorder that they 
may be inftruéted, not only in the 


arts of civilized life, but.alfo in the | 
principles of the Chriftian religion. | 


“The profpeét of the conver- 
fion of the Indians is. now more 


fore. ‘The wildernefs already be- 
gins to bud, and it is hoped will 
foon bloffom like the rofe. 


Sometime the beginning of March, 
a Univerfalift came into thefe parts 
and preached two fabbaths and a 
number of lectures. People flock- 
ed to hear him and feemed to fall 
in with thofe fentiments fo pleafing 
to finful human nature. The peo- 
ple of God were alarmed. The 
enquiry was, what fhall be done ? 
Some thought beft vigoroufly to 
difpute the point with the doubting. 


| Others thought the time might be 


flattering than it has ever been be- ; better fpent in carrying our cafe to 


| God ; and never did we feel the 


| necefhity of a wife, faithful, und 


The | 


folitary cottage of the wandering | 


favage will, the Affembiy trutt, be 
foon gladdened by the reception of 
the glorious Redeemer, with whom 


Jew andthe Greek, between the ’ 


barbarous and refined ; for he js 
the Saviour of all men, and the pro- 
pitiation not only for our fins, but for 
the fins of the whole world.” 


Extrad of a Uetter from a pious 
Chrihian in Vermont to his broth- 
erin Conneficut, Dated New- 
Haven (Vermont) June 7th, 
i8oi. 

“ Dear Brother, 
I have not writtea to you for 
fome time, becaufe I knew not 
whatto write concerning religion ; 


fa) 
~ 


ftanding minifter fo much as at this 
time ; and I believe there never 
was atime when more fervent dc- 
fires went up to the throne of grace 


T- 


_ that God would appear and vindi- 
there is no difference between the | 


cate his own caufe. 
“© About the middle of March, 


| Mr. Buthnell, a pious Mifiionary 


from Connecticut, came into this 


place, and his coming was like the 


| coming of ‘Titus. 





He preached 
two fabbaths ; adminifterred the 
facrament of the Lord’s fupper: 
attended a church conference ; 
preached a number of leétures, and 
I think J never faw amore folemn 
time than our communion day. 
Heaven feemed to glow in the 
countenance of profeffors : Spec- 
tators appeared folemnas the grave ; 
many weeping, and fome feemed 
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to fhow by their countenances that 
they wifhed to come and tafte and 
fee that the Lord was good. Soon 
the enquiry began to be, What 
thall we do to befaved? We had 
keptup conferences in our neigh- 
borhood for more than a year ; but 
our numbers were few. Nowthcy 
began to increafe, and I believe 
have increafed every week fince. 
I do not mean to reprefent the at- 
tention tobe general, though I hope 
there is a goodnumber in this place 
and in Middlebury that are feri- 
oufly imprefled in their minds, and 
fome we hope have chofen the bet- 
ter part. 

“ Mr. Bufhnell went from this 
place to the northward, and was 
abfent about feven weeks. He 
preached inthis town laft fabbath 
and fpent the week here. He is 
topreach the next fabbath at Monk- 
ton andthe fabbath after at Mids 
dlebury, where he expects to ad- 
minifterthe ordinance of the Lord’s 
fupper. He tells us that the gen- 
tle rain of the fpirit is defcending 
on 2 number of towns tothe north- 
ward, viz. Effex, Georgia, and 
fome others. 

“ Thus Lhavegivenyou a fhort 
account of our fituation as it re- 
fpcéts religion at prefent, and it is 
with a mixture of joyand fear. I 
think Ican rejoiceat what the Lord 
has done in our land, in the courfe 
of afew years paft, and that he 
has of his own goodnefs and mer- 
cy, condefcended, to come and 
knock at the doors of our hearts, 
by his holy and bleffed fpirit, in 
thefe parts. But I fear left many 
of us fhould be fo dreadfully wick- 
ed, asto fhut the door againft the 
kind Saviour. But it all depends 
upon God and, thanks to hisname ! 
he will accomplith all his glorious 
purpofes of grace ; and may he, 
of his great mercy, carry on that 
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| of God and bleffings toman ; and 
caufe it to fpread till it cover the 
earth as the waters cover the fea.” 





MISSIONARIES. 

In April laft, the Rev. Timothy 
| Woodbridge, returned from a mif- 
| fon of three months to the towns 
‘on the weftern fhores of lakes 
| George and Champlaio. He was 
fent out by the Mifiionary Society 
in Berkfhire. rom feveral fettle- 
/ments which he vifited he brings 
_ back reports, truly encouraging to 
_thofe who are laboring and praying 
| for the enlargement of the Re- 
| deemer’s kingdom, 

About the firft of June the Rev. 
Aaron Bafcom was fent out, by 
the fame Society, on a miffion of 
three months to the counties of 
| Onondaga and Cayuga and to the 
{ettlements on black river. 





The Miffionaries now in the 
fervice of the Miffionary Society 
of Connecticut are, the Rev. 
Mefs’rs. Fob Swift and Fedidiah 
DBufhneil in the northweftern parts 
of Vermont, and the norther 
counties of New-York ; the Rev. 
Seth Willifon in the couaty of Ti- 
oga ; and the Rev. $»/'ph Badger 
in New-Conneéticut. The Rev. 
Feremiah Hallock has \ately enter- 
ed onamifhon to the northeafern 
| parts of Vermont. Another Mif- 
| fionary will foon be fent to New- 
Conneticut, one to the fouthern 
range of Counties in the weftern 
| part of New-York, and one to the 
\fettiements on Black river, &c. 
|The Rev. Mefs’rs. David Hig- 
gins and Holland Weeks are appoint- 
'ed Miffionarics. Whether they 
|-will go is uncertain. 

The Mifhonary Society of Maf- 
\fachufetts have voted to employ 
| four Miffionariesthe prefent feafon, 
| two in the Province of Maine, and 
twointhe new fettlements at the 








blefled work, fo full of the glory ' weftward. 


































"9 Miffionary Society Funds. fAue. 
The General Affembly of the | and are taking meafures to fend the 
Prefoyterian church in the United | gofpel among the Indians. They 
States, have lately been incorpo- , are alfo diftributing many adliginas 
rated as a Miffionary Society. | books among the new fettlements, 
Their funds are already very re- | and endeavoring to communicat: 
fpectable ; they are fending Mif- | religious inftraétion to the flayes 
fionaries to the weftern and fouth- | in the fouthern ftates. 
weftern parts of the United States ; 














The Treafurer’s Account of Receipts and Expenditures of the M:fiona- 
ry Society of Conneéticut, from the clofe of the year 1800, to “Fune 
10th, 1801, referred toin the Report of the Truftecs. 


No. 1. 





Account of Monies received into the Treafury. 









1801 Dp CC. 
Gan. 1. From Jofiah B. Andrews, contributedinnewfettlements, 20 48 
26. From Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, do. 48 
) May 4. From Amafa Jerome, do. 50 99 

26. From Rev. Seth Willifton, do. 81 95 
Feb.5. From a friendof Mifhons, -~ - - - 1 
May. From Ladies Society in Norwich, > . > 13 

From a Stranger, - > + s $55 
From Nathan Beers of New-Haven, - - 10 
From a friend to Mifhons, in Berlin, ° - 5 50 
From Robert Porter, - - - - - i 
Fune. From Daniel Morris, Norfolk, - ° - I 
From Rey. George Colton, ° . e 20 
April. Fromthe Editors of Hartford Hymns, - ~~ = 40 


May. From Doét. Trumbull, profits of his Sermons, - 30 75 
From the Committee for purchafing books, balance 





returned, . - : : - - - 54 
Sharon Contribution, May 1800, “Lak - 8 25 
Contributions of May 1801, received to June roth, 2690 64 
Intereft received fince Dec. 29, 1800, - - 5 23 











3031 88 
Balance in the Treafurer’s hands Dec. 30th, r800, 3830 38 







Amount of Receipts, » e o 6362 26 


No. 2. 







Difourfements by order of the Truftees. 





30. To Salmon King, balance of his account for Miffion- 
ary fervices, - : 1 03 


31. To Rev. A. Flint, for ftationary and poftage, - 3 30 





18or-} Magazine Account. 
1801 ToJofiah B. Andrews, balancefor Miffionary fervices, 83 
Jan. 1. To Rev. David Bacon, noneeery to Indians in 
advance, - 200 
26. To Rev. Jedidiah Buhhnell, on account for Miffiona- 
ry fervices, - 228 
Feb. 3. To Robert Porter, balance for Miffionary ferviceh, I 
April. To Rev. David Huntington, for Miffionary fervices, 81 





May. To Rev. Jofeph Badger, do. 100. 
To Mefs’rs. Hudfon and Goodwin, for pane 
and ftationary, 29 85 
To Rev. Wm. Siete tena: for Miffionary hiiiont, 1 
To Amafa Jerome, do. do. 200 64. 
To Rev. Seth Willifton, do. do. 274 
To Elifha Colt, for afhfting the Treafurer, - 3 33 
Fune. ‘To Robert Porter for Mifhonary fervices, - 63 
To Rev. David Bacon, Miflionary to the Indians, 
orders drawn laft fummer, ° - - 1CO 
1369 15 
Amount of Receipts, - - 6862 26 
Amount of Difburfements, - 1369 15 


Balanceinthe Treafury June 1oth, 1801, 5493 11 


Permanent Fund, - - - 3211 §0 
For fupport of Miffionaries, - 4281 61 





5493 11 
A. KINGSBURY, Treafurer 
to Miffionary Society. 
Hartford, July 1ft, 1801. 


Account of the fales, Sc. of the firft twelve numbers of the Conneéiicut 
Evangelical Magazine, to June 20th 1801. 
D. ¢. 
The whole number printed is 3266 for cach month, a- 
mounting to 39192, at 66 Mills each for printing, 2586 67 





Poftage, Stationary, &C. .. 2 le tet oe 18 36 
Whole expenfes of the Magazine, 2605 03 


32359 fingle numbers have beenfold to fubfcribers,moftly 
at 124 Cents, fome few to Bookfellers at 11 Cents, 
amounting in the whole to, . - - 4011 25 
2827 have been fold at retail, - - - - 353 38 
1972 have been given gratis to fubfcribers who became 
refponfible for 12 » fetts or more. 
y 2034 are now on hand. 








39192 4304 63 
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Magazine Account. 


Amount of Sales, 4364 63 
Exnpenfes as above, 2605 03 


Profts. to the inftitution, 1759 60 
Of the above amount of profits there is due from Subfcri- 


bers, as per the Publifhers’ books, - . - 1107 28 
Cath in the hands of the Publifhers, - - = - 652 32 


759 Go 


The above Summary Statementis a true refult fromthe accounts 
of faid publifhers, audited by the Subferibers on the zgth day of June, 
1801. Certified by, 

JONA. BRACE, Audjt 
JOHN PORTER, = 


The above mentioned fum of 652 dollars 32 cents, and a further 
fum of 347 dollars 68 cents, making in-the whole 1000 dollars, were, 
on the Sth of July, paid by the Publifhers to the Hon. John ‘Tread- 
well, and the Rev. Mefs’rs. Nathan Strong and Abel Flint, appoint- 
ed by the Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, a Com- 
mittee to receive the fame, and-by faid- Committee paid tothe Treal- 
urer of the Society, asper the Treafurer’s receipt, as follows, 


Hartford, July 8th, 180r. 
RECEIVED from the Hon. John Treadwell, Rev. Nathan Strong: 
and Abel Flint, Committee of the Truftees of the Mifhonary Society 
of Connecticut, the fum of One thoufand dollars, for which I am ac- 
countable as Treafurer to the Miffionary Society, having givena dupli- 
cate of this receipt therefor ; it being avajls of the Connecticut Evan- 


gelical Magazine. 
A. KINGSBURY, Treafurer. 


Note. There are fome fmall-bills againft the Magazine, to be paid 
out of the above amount of Profits which have not yet been prefented. 
They will not however amountto much. Should any loffes accrue to 
the Editors through failure of payment, or from any cafualties, a par- 
ticular account of fuch loffes will be publifhed, that the public may 
have before them a fair view of the real profits of the work. 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conne&icut. 


Profits of the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, as 
above, - - 


- - - - - 1900Dolls. 
From a Stranger, 


55 Cents. 





